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2024 VJCC Golf Tournament v«

he 2024 VJCC Golf Tournament

was held on September 30,
at Candlewood Country Club in
Whittier. This year’s tournament was
sold out with 136 golfers forming
34 teams in a handicapped best ball
scramble tournament. Thanks to
Brad Mukai for helping us secure
Candlewood Country Club for this
year’s tournament. The course was in
beautiful shape and the hospitality
shown by Candlewood Country Club
was appreciated by both the golfers
and the volunteers.

Members of this year’s winning team

with a net score of 65.6 were Nate

Whitaker, Trent Nishiyama,
Kevin Fujimoto and Trevor
Nishiyama. The winners of
the Closest to the Pin were,
Jason Semthiti (hole #3), Gary
Akioka (hole #8), Ron Nakagiri
(hole #10), Peter Iwasaki and
Garin Yoshimura (hole #13).
Congratulations to all the
winners.

This year’s Tournament was
sponsored by:

Platinum Sponsor
Kinecta Federal Credit
Union

2025 Membership Dues

2025 Annual Membership will soon be due.
Membership application/renewals & dues must be received
by January 31, 2025 by either of the following methods:

1. Online - You may go to: www.vjcc.com/membership
Instructions are provided on the website page.

2. Membership application* and check (payable to VJCC)
- Form is available in this newsletter or may be printed
from the website: www.vjcc.com/membership. Form
and check may be mailed or dropped in the VJCC
mailbox (outside the main gate) or the office mailbox

(outside Room 4).

Gold Sponsors

Dr. Robert Kimura, DMD
Quock Law Firm - Kevin
Quock, Esq

VJCC Pickleball Club

Silver Sponsors

Venice Free Methodist Church
Venice Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple

Golf Shirt Sponsor
Ken Nobuyuki’s Duffers Club

Tee Sponsors
Aki Restaurant
Asahi Gardens - Ken Nagao
Kats Chinen
(Continued on page 3)
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Membership year is January to December.

*Club or Organization Members: Please
input your club or class name(s) on your
application where requested in order to
properly notify your club/class of payment.

Annual Dues: Single Member: $30 or Family:
$50 (Husband & wife and/or children under
18 and full-time students to age 23)

Senior Exemption: Age 80 or older and paid
VJCC member for past 5 consecutive years.



Board Visions

Thank You to Our Volunteers
The VJCC is an organization that is operated

on a primarily volunteer basis. As such, we are
dependent on volunteers to help maintain our
Community Center. I have been told by people
involved with other community centers that they
are impressed that the VJCC can operate on a
volunteer basis as other community centers do not have the volunteer
support that we have, and they must hire people to maintain their
facility. Thankfully, with our volunteer support, we can keep our
membership and club fees affordable to all.

This year, I was engaged in different activities at the VJCC that
involved many hours of planning and work. Fundraising and commu-
nity building activities such as the Summer Festival, our first Bowling
fundraiser, a return of Bingo night and our annual Golf Tournament.
We also had our maintenance activity at our annual VJCC Clean-up
Day. Although these activities are different, the one thing they had
in common was a need for volunteers. Throughout the years I have
learned that the VJCC has many dedicated members who have volun-
teered their time and effort to help maintain our community center.

Volunteerism at the VJCC has been a team effort by all the clubs and
dedicated members. The Communications Committee--led by Gail
Sharp--produces the newsletter, while the Shigin club handles the
stapling and mailing of the newsletter. The annual fund mailing was
handled by Crafts, Watercolors, Sumi-e and laido. The Shinnen Kai
& Keiro Kai was made possible by Celeste Yamashita with the help
of Troop 764. And ALL of the other clubs, including the Troop, sent
much needed volunteers to the Summer Festival, Bingo and Clean-up
Day. It was truly a team effort.

Special volunteering thanks to Ann and Trace Nishiyama for
being the co-chairs of the Summer Festival and bringing back the
two-day festival, and to Scott Zeidman for spearheading the Bowling
fundraiser. I would also like to thank and recognize the members of
two newly formed committees, the new Bingo Committee for bringing
bingo back to the VJCC and the new Golf Committee for keeping alive
the VJCC golf tournament.

The Venice Japanese Community Center would like to thank all of
the 2024 volunteers who have helped keep the VJCC successful and
relevant in the years to come.

Kevin Kunisaki

VJCC

Vision Statement

“A center to preserve the heritage and perpetuate
the Japanese-American cultural experience.”

VJCCry is a registered trademark-servicemark of the Venice Japanese Community Center.
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Donations: October 2024
The VJCC gratefully acknowledges the following
donations of time, material, and money:
Craig Cummings. ............. Monetary Donation

KrogerCo.................... Monetary Donation
Jenny Machida ................. ... ... $500
Shokudo’s Block Party Premiere at VJCC Sponsor
Keiro ... $1,000
In Memory of Martyn Sun
Schuyler Bassett. .............c.cooiuii. $500
Jan/Michael/May/James Chan............. $1,000
P Fans & Matsusakas. ..................... $300
Margaret & Sidney Lee.................... $400
YongLee......oooiuiiiiiiiiiiii. $200
Timothy Li .....oovveiii i $200
Ronald Marks Family ..................... $100
Jeffrey Sue. ... ..o $100
Nancy SUL .. .ovuenininii i $100
Sally J. Sun, Adeleine J. Yeh & Frank Yeh Jr.. .. $300
Teh Family, Malaysia...................... $200
Richard Woo.....................oo . $300

Building Fund: October 2024
Miyako Kadogawa Monetary Donation

VJCCmv Annual
Membership Meeting

December 11, 2024, 7:30 pm

Purpose of the meeting is to elect
directors and officers for the 2025
term and to transact any other
business of the VJCCrm.



2024 VJCC Golf Tournament (Continued from front page) Photos by Tom Nakagiri

Sheila Fujimoto, Kent Maruyama, Guy The volunteers that made this year’s tournament a success
Nakakura, Robert Oishi were: Lynelle Goya, Joy Hong, Lola Hongo, Eric Inouye,
Fukui Mortuary Carol Komesu, Tommy Nakagiri, Natalie Nishimura, Bob
Lynelle & Allen Goya Onishi, Keiichi Ono, Amy Shimoda, Wes Shimoda, Donna
Murashige & Onishi Engineering Co. Shinozaki, James Takemoto, Barbara Wakasa and Celeste
Alan Ouchi Yamashita.
Amy & Wes Shimoda This year’s tournament was planned by a newly formed Golf
Troop 764 Marina del Rey Committee consisting of Sheila Fujimoto, Dan Hong, Gary
Venice Pioneer Project Hongo, Kelly Kato, Jodi Komesu, Norm Matsubara, Bob
Venice Shodo Kai Onishi, Kevin Quock, Lance Wakasa, Gordon Yamamoto and
VJCC Adult Japanese Language Class Jeff Yukawa.
Michele Walman - RE/MAX Estate Properties As the first-time Golf Committee chairperson, I had concerns
Kay & Rich Yang regarding the success of this year’s tournament. With the help
and support of the Golf Committee, volunteers, sponsors and
Annual Fund: October 2024 (continued) all of the golfers, I am happy to report that this year’s golf
]erilynne Akutagawa .......... Monetary Donation tournament was a Very Successful event' ‘V‘
ANONYMOUS. « .o vveeeiee e $1,000
Anonymous. ................. Monetary Donation
Setsuko Anthony ...................o. $250
Gail Hamaguchi .........c.ooovuiiiion.... $100
Thomas Tkemoto. ..............ccoovvinn... $100
William & Priscilla Ishibashi ................ $100
Betty JeW . oot $100
Tomiko Kasai ................ Monetary Donation
KazukoKato ............ccoviiiiininn.. $3,000
Judy Kawaguchi .............. Monetary Donation
Dianne Kazahaya .......................... $100
Kazuko Kurahashi ......................... $100
Jack Kurihara & CarolInge................. $2,500
Betsy Marumoto. .. .......ovueunenennennn.. $200
Richard & Linda Masada. ................... $100
Jane Matsuoka. ... ...t $1,000
Aiko Nakamatsu.............. Monetary Donation
Diane Okazaki................ Monetary Donation
Fujiko Oriba ..... ..., $100
JanePavlina............................... $100
Richard & Alice Saiki...................... $1,000
Randolph & BarbaraSato ................... $500
Kinu Shishido................ Monetary Donation
Jeffrey Shimoyama . ........................ $500 % Y
Judy Shioshita. .................c.c.oooo.... $100 Fa
Karen SOrensen. . ..............oooueeennn.. $100 ) T ™
Chris & Tracy Tagawa ...................... $100 . L s & 2 - &
Bill & June Takeshita . ...................... $100 : Yy (8 |
In Memory of Sachi Ito =
Timothy Van Loon. ..~~~ $1,000 SAVE THESE DATES I T
Kenneth & BettyWong ..................... $100 ] . } :
Ted & Diane YOZhikavxi ..................... $100 Annual Membershlp Meetlng

Wednesday, December 11
Legacy Tree: October 2024

The VJCC gratefully acknowledges donations and Shinnen Kai & Keiro Kai
pledges towards the Legacy Tree: Sunday, January 19, 2025
Imanaka & Tademaru Families ............. $1,000
Sasaki Family .......... ... $1,000 Please check VJCC.com for the

Venice Sparks (2010-2023) ................. $1,075 latest updates.
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Photos by Tom Nakag

2024 VJCC Golf Tournament (Continued from front page)




Board Vision by Kevin Kunisaki — November 2024
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Local Advertisers

£ Rawadian Cofe & Cateving

RUTTSCAFE.COM
RuttsQuote@outlook.com

Siwee 1976

11707 Washington Place, Los Angeles, CA 90066
Rutts Cafe: 310-398-6326
Rutts Catering: 424-228-2846
Rutts Info: 424-258-7183

WE CATER TO MOST OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

£ FARMERS

INSURANCE

¢ Auto ¢ Business
e Home * Workers Comp
s Life ¢ Disability George Mori
George Mori Insurance
Agency
0E53619

Serving Los Angeles, South Bay and San Fernando Valley

A COIE L&~ §— 1 x (310) 641-6674

Telephone (310) 452-3934

Samo Wheel and Brake Service

1310 Pico Boulevard
HOWARD OKUMURA  Santa Monica, California 90405
Grace Yamamura
SINCE 1979

ROOF MASTER ROOFING CO.

1527 E. ADAMS BLVD.
LOS ANGELES, CA 90011

FREE ESTIMATE
TEL : (310) 313-4010

CHUCK S HAN

Branch Manager

usbank.com

424-428-6089 branch
B00-872-2657 24-hour banking
chuck.han@usbank.com

West Los Angeles Branch
4032 South Centinela Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90066

[Bbank.

04/2024

KEN M. HARADA, D.D.S., INC.

General Dentistry

10874 Washington Bivd.
Culver City, CA 90232

Office Hours
By Appointment

(310) 837-5121

ericlakutagawa

A Name You Know and Trust

d since 2004
2. CAR, and NAR

Grandson of the late Hidemi & Torako Akutagawa
(West LA Residents since 1953)

Services and Special Offer

Call or email me for a complimentary no obligation value of
your property —NO HOME VISITATION NECESSARY!

Please mention this ad to receive $500 at the close of escrow or
donate it to the charity of your choice.

Helping buyers, sellers, and landlords/tenants
throughout Greater Los Angeles

310.870.1118

eric.akutagawa@compass.com
REALTOR | DRE 01423357

COMPASS




Venice Japanese
Community Center

2025
Shinnen Kai § Keiro Kai

YEAR OF THE SNAKE

January 19, 2025
11:30 am
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HOME FIRE SAFETY AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
Monday, November 25, 2024 11:15 AM-12:15 PM
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4 5 6 7 .%; Venice Japanese Community Center, 12448 Braddock Drive, Los Angeles
= e
7/*2’ . 10am-12pm 10:15am-12pm \‘ Join us as Captain Manny Zepeda (Fire Station 62) and his team discuss how to
:ﬁ? 1 0-1.1 am Tai Chinese Mahjong Movie “Shogun” ® “‘ v keep your home and you safe from fire and other natural disasters:
Chi (MPR) (MPR) #2 (CL) sy
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How to reduce fire risks in your home;

What to do in the event of a fire;

How to prepare if you need to evacuate your home;

What to do during an earthquake;

Services and resources available through the LAFD and other agencies
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P Chi (MPR) Chinese Mahjong Movie “Shogun” f:?;\_ o What happens when you call 9117
> (MPR) #3 (CL [
:‘lm (v '.gl * Co-Hosted by VHBT Cares, the Caregiver Initiative of the Venice Hongwanji
= ® “ 1;! Buddhist Temple and the Venice Japanese Community Center Senior
\,% 1 8 1 9 20 2 1 " Wellness Program and is funded by the Keiro Grants Program;

To sign up, contact the Temple at vhbtlive@gmail.com or call 310-391-4351

2 2
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_7*% 19'1_13'“ Tai :10am-12pm or Gayle Hirami (VICC) at (310)890-1732
P Chi (MPR) Chinese Mahjong &S
‘é‘i‘ (MPR) %@ » Admission is free. Light refreshments will be served.
) 10-11am Tai -
Sl e 25 26 27 28 @ . . D)
‘,% 11:: (M:::s 10am-12pm Happ: .‘,%;\\ Ke I rO "14:};\“ %
— 0 1t15amA215pmHome  cpinage Mahjong Y = =
4/?. Fire Safety & Emergency (MPR) Thanksgiving! N:;\P S A
P Procedures (CR) A
‘ _Holiday Arts and Crafts & Holiday Luncheon
@ . (limited seating) DECEMBER 2021
Monday' Dec 2nd 1115 am - 1230pm ':\‘ MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY ._’;
Must RSVP for reservations. No walk - ins. 7R 2
_" 10-11am Tai 5 3 4 5 _'"
Z Chi (MPR) 10am-12pm 10:15am-12pm =
Movie “Shogun” with Richard Chamberlain & 7 bermeicn Chinese Wahjong Movie Shogun” 28
Toshiro Mifune * *
A shipwrecked English navigator (Richard Chamberlain) 7 1011am Tai ? 10 1 its 12: 2 2
M =17am Tal 10am-12pm z15am- m LA
joins a warlord (Toshiro Mifune) for power struggle in T chi(MPR) Chinese Mahjong Mavie ‘Shogun” S
» MPR| 7°
17th - century Japan. Thursday, Nov7th (part 2), N e R
Thursday, Nov 14th (part 3), Thursday, Dec 5th (part 4) i 16 17 18 13 2|
and Thursday, Dec 12th (part 5 - final). Begins at oy )
10:15am — 12:15pm. Please RSVP to 310.822.8885 3 )
| 2 23 24 25 26 =
: 7k SWP CLOSED iF
All classes and activities are FREE to all VJCC members 60 years and | % Merry Christmas! 7
older. Our number one priority i the safety of our paricipants. All | . 20 21 A
classes and activities may still follow strict CDC protocols. e.g., face | -7 2

covering. Participants must be fully vaccinated and had taken first % %
booster shot. Scheduled events can change without notice. Any k
questions or to RSVP please contact Gayle Hirami @

gayle_hirami@yahoo.com. or call the V)CC office at 310. 822.8885. | |- The Senior Wellness Program will be closed from Monday, Dec
Yol 16th and reopen on Monday, January 6, 2025 g
A Happy Holidays Everyone! N




VJCC SENIOR NUTRITION PROGRAM
November 2024

Come join us not only for nutritious meals, but also for fun activities in a
~ warm and welcoming environment that will enhance your overall health and
 well-being.

Our VJCC-sponsored programs continue to be popular with our seniors. The
VJCC Senior Nutrition Program’s mission is to make our seniors get up, get

—— dressed, and get going...to look forward to spending time with old friends,
making new ones in a place that is welcoming and fun, and to encourage them to join in other VICC activities, classes,
and clubs (Senior Wellness Programs, The Pioneer Project, Pickle Ball, Ikebana, Bonsai, and many more).

4 Celebrating Monthly Birthdays (3™ Friday)* 4 Monthly Bento Program (last Friday)*
4 The Puzzle Center (1000+ piece puzzles) 4 Ever-popular weekly Bingo*
4 The Garden Market 4 Annual Holiday Party*

*Note: You must be a VJCC member in order to participate in these programs.

» Come in to sign up with Tina Grammatico, WLCAC Meal Service Coordinator of the Senior Meals Program and to
pick up a menu (monthly menus are also posted on the VICC website). Tina is an employee of the WLCAC and with the
help of the VJCC volunteers stands ready to package up nutritious meals (grab ‘n’ go) Monday through Friday. Note: If
you participate in any of the VJCC-sponsored activities listed above, we encourage you to also sign up for the
warm meals provided Mondays — Fridays by the WLCAC. There is nho joining fee to participate in the WLCAC

Senior Meals Program.
FALL BAKE SALE \Q%g/ié

The VJCC Senior Nutrition’s popular Fall Bake Sale which took place on Monday, October 28 was again a
roaring success. Thank you to Sharon Okimoto for coordinating this event and to all the volunteers who
provided the baked goods, savory items, filled up our craft table, purchased much of the donated items, and
made generous donations. Thank you also to our seniors who come in for the daily meal service and/or
participate in our VJCC Senior Nutrition sponsored programs as well as people from other programs or classes
(Pickle Ball, Senior Wellness, etc.) who made purchases as well as donations to help fund our programs.

Our fundraising efforts help sponsor the VJCC Senior Nutrition programs throughout the year.

We’d love to have you join us at our 2025 Spring Bake Sale!!
Friday Happenings:

Playing Bingo....and winning!!!

October Cake Day...celebrating!!

October Bento Friday....a great monthly event!!
Fall Bake Sale....success!




Local Advertisers

Brian Nakagiri—Realtor® Bre#01817767
Venice Community Resident for Sixty Years!

Representing Buyers and Sellers of Homes and
Apartments On the Westside of Los Angeles.

Ask me for a Free Detailed Analysis of your
Real Estate when Selling, Buying or Renting a

Property.
Combining Honesty and Integrity with Real Results!

Contact Me Today for Any of Your
Real Estate Needs!

PCRE

Brian Nakagiri

Phone.310.902.4475 Email—BrianNakagiri@gmail.com
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() THEKEY

formerly Homa Care Assistance

(y PYillennia
%  Dersanal Bare Services

Looking for a comprehensive care solution
for long-term aging at home? We offer more
than great caregivers. We'll be your expert
guide along your care journey.

Call today to set up a free phone consultation.

QUOCK LAW FIRM

Attorneys at Law
Kevin J. Quock, Esq.
Estate Planning, Trusts & Wills

Business & Real Estate Law
General Litigation

Visit us on the web at www.quocklaw.com

QUALITY, INTEGRITY, SERVICE. WE CARE

A general law practice with an emphasis in the areas of trusts,
wills, estate planning, probate, business law, real estate, general
litigation and personal injury. Providing effective, reliable and
quality service to individuals and businesses for over 35 years.

Now may be a good time to review your living trust. Recent
changes in the tax laws, as well as changes in your life, could be a
good reason to review your estate planning documentation, in-
cluding your living trust and healthcare directives. Schedule an
appointment and visit us in the Sony building inside the Prome-
nade at the Howard Hughes Center, directly across from the Cine-
mark 18 & XD movie theater. We look forward to serving you.

6080 Center Drive Suite 600
Los Angeles, CA 90045
Tel: (310) 348-8162
Fax: (424) 309-5639
E-mail: kig@ quocklaw.com




VENICE PIONEER PROJECT
November 2024

Nov. 5-7  LAS VEGAS TRIP, Tues. to Thurs.

Dec. 8, Sunday VPP HOLIDAY PARTY
Biggest event to start the holiday season with no charge to members. Bento & cake, favorites, raffle,
gifts, & entertainment. Reservation — mail in your postcards.

DONATIONS
$100 UP — Anonymous, Kimiko Maeda, Ayako Masada, Yukiko Shiraki
OTHER $ - June Fujioka, Mary Garcia, Ellen Harada, Tom & Delcene Kawata, Kenji & Alice Ogawa
ITEMS - Otome Nagano (Appliance), Tanya Sisikin (Aprons), Teri Sugamura (Soda)

CPR DEMONSTRATION - (Pioneer Luncheon in Oct.)
THANK YOU TO SCOUT TROOP 764 — MARC REHM & ZAXXON REHM. Very informative presentation.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 2025

VPP & VICC APPLICATIONS — both forms must be filled out and signed EACH year for INSURANCE
PURPOSES.

PAYMENT — One check made to the VENICE PIONEER PROJECT for VPP membership, $15/person.
And a SEPARATE CHECK (IF OWED) to the VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER for VJCC
membership.

Mail forms and payment back in enclosed envelope or dropped off at the VICC office.

VIJCC Golf Tournament Platinum Sponsor Keiro Connect Email Newsletter
acts KeiroConnect
o a done differe Email Newsletter . A
Keiro.€%

Let us show you why your o
bank should be a credit union.

At Kinecta, we're invested in our members’

financial success. We are built to meet your

banking needs, whatever they are.

. *
Think of us first for: Stay Connected with Keiro!
* Credit cards * Private Banking Want to see what ‘Keiro has been up to? Sign up
o Auto and boat loans e Personal loans and lines of credit for our monthly email newsletters with upcoming
e Home loans o Checking, savings and certificates events, news, community stories, & more!

Becoming a member of Kinecta is easy.

Stop by and open your membership today. Visit keiro.org/newsletter to sign up.

Visit kinecta.org/locations to find a branch near you. Questions? Email contact@keiro.org or call 213.873.5700.

kinecta.org Ke i rO@ !gg‘,




Block Party

Premiere

The Shokudo’s Block Party Premiere at the VJCC!
Sunday, September 22nd, 2024
By Michael Murata, producer

Even if you knew what the “The Shokudo” is or have
watched “The Shokudo Series”, you might have been
confused about what this “block party” event at the
VJCC was going to be like and had no idea what to
expect. And no one would blame you. We hardly knew
ourselves! By the time we fully committed to holding an
event at the VJCC, there were twelve weeks left and the
race to organize was on.

The Shokudo’s Japanese alleyway.

Photos by Ryan Uyematsu unless otherwise noted.

Originally, “The Shokudo” was just a tool shed along the
side of the Okeya house, but with the help of his father
Butch Okeya, Jon Kenzo Okeya turned it into a little
izakaya bar a la “Midnight Diner” with the intention of
feeding his friends using his newly developing interest in
Japanese cooking. Meanwhile, I met with Jon’s longtime
friend and VJCC historian Luke Uyeda to come up with
an engaging virtual program for the Japanese American
community during the pandemic when most major events
were postponed if not outright cancelled. Luke and 1
pretty quickly settled on using food as a vehicle for
exploring our Asian- and Japanese-American identity
with Jon as our host and a few weeks later, we were
filming the first episode of what would become “The
Shokudo Series”.

Just two short years into our project, we were floored by
the positive feedback we were receiving for our video
series. Along with Luke’s unmatched ability to create
stunning visuals and Jon’s disarming curiosity, viewers of
our episodes resonated with the stories that we were
finding to accompany the dishes we make and eat at
every potluck. As pandemic restrictions began lifting and
the community felt more comfortable gathering in large
groups, we wanted to bring the experience of being at
“The Shokudo” to more people hoping that the

conversations we have on screen would translate to reality

in a way that we could see in front of us.

The Shokudo’s primary
aesthetic is post-war
Showa-era Japan.

The team at The Shokudo:

(L to R) Luke Uyeda, videographer
and director; Michael Murata,
producer and co-host; Jon Kenzo
Okeya, host and chef

The VJCC is both Luke and Jon’s “home” community
center. Both live within a few short blocks of the center,
and with the installation of a new screen and sound
system in the gym at the VJCC, it was only natural for us
to try to put on an event that showcased both “The
Shokudo Series” and the center’s new equipment. With
the blessing and trust of the staff and Board of
Directors at the VJCC, we charged forward with our
vision of a new and unique event that emphasized

-
%

A

Venice Japanese
Community Center, Inc-

immersing guests in a cultural
environment complete with the
sights, sounds, smells, and tastes
that characterize not only the

“The Shokudo Series”, but
also the broader Japanese

American community.




Block Party

Premiere

Clips from “The Shokudo
Series” were shown on the
VJCC’s new screen.

On Sunday, September 22nd, we held the “The Shokudo’s
Block Party Premiere at the VJCC!”. Practically overnight
and with the generous help of volunteers, we transformed
the gym into a Japanese alleyway using wooden frames
built by Luke, custom noren handsewn by Auntie Sharon,
string lights and lanterns, and hundreds of faux sakura
branches. As you walked through the alley, you could
enjoy food from Aki Restaurant, Sawtelle Tempura
House, Buttery Popcorn, or the small bites menu
deliciously crafted by Chef Niko Apue. For those with a
sweet tooth, there was shave ice from Yamanaka Family
Store and a variety of cream sodas from Tanuki Café. In
the beer garden, Masa from Uka Sake would pour
samples of premium sake as he explained to you the
various varieties and flavors. You could also take a quick
calligraphy lesson from Venice Shodo Kai or make a
block print at the craft booth run by volunteers from the
nearby Westlight Community Church.

Koshin Taiko, VJCC’s taiko group,
opened the main stage activities.

Satsuki Palter teaches ikebana at the
VJCC and did a live demonstration.
Photo by Phyllis Hayashibara.

From the main stage, Koshin Taiko kicked the event off
with a thrilling performance followed by an ikebana
demonstration by Satsuki Palter and a live demonstration
of how to make Okinawan andagi by Jon Kenzo Okeya
and event emcee Derek Mio. All throughout, clips from
“The Shokudo Series” were shown culminating in the
premiere sneak peek at an upcoming episode. The event
closed with a musical set by “Miko & Michael” featuring
Danny Yamamoto on drums, Shin Kawasaki on guitar,

and Rick Izumi on bass.

Miko & Michael’s band performed

a variety of Japanese and American
songs including a live rendition of

the theme song for “The Shokudo
Series”, composed by Michael Murata.

Ol

Use the QR to view “The Shokudo Series”,
stay updated on the next event,
ot support “The Shokudo™!

“The Shokudo” is supported in part by Yo! Media.

Now that the team from “The Shokudo” has gone back
to filming episodes for the series, we’ve had a chance to
reflect on our “block party” event. We are supremely
grateful to the VJCC for entrusting us with planning a
new event, especially on such a short timeline, and
allowing us to execute our vision in our own way. A
special thanks to Keiro for sponsoring the event as well
as to the Grateful Crane Ensemble for underwriting “The
Shokudo Series”. A huge thank you to all of the
volunteers that helped us to set up the night before and
the morning of, run each of the booths, and clean up that
night and the next day. Lastly, thanks to all of you that
attended our event. Through events like these, we hope

to bring you an enjoyable time as well as the opportunity

to connect with friends new and old
and we are reminded that the strength
of our community comes from

what we do with and for each
other. Keep an eye out for new
episodes and we hope to see

you at the next event!

A

Venice Japanese
Community Center, Inc-
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SKI AND CYCLE

Professional Ski & Bicycle Repair

8419 Lincoln Bivd.

Westchester, CA 90045 (310) 568-8357

PIONEER INSURANCE SERVICE

CALIFORNIA PIONEER INSURANCE EERVICE, INC.

e Setwte, T Congliores
AUTO, FIRE & CASUALTY

OFFICE (310) 642-1066
CELL (310) 897-1303
FAX (310) 348-0842

LIC # 0627858

SHARON ARATANI

Melvin M. Shimizu
Certified Public Accountant

Income Tax Services,
Accounting & Bookkeeping

Now at our New Location:
5555 Inglewood Blvd., Suite 103
Culver City, California 90230
(1 block north of Jefferson Blvd.)

Serving our community since 1978

(310) 306-7500
(310) 306-7520 fax
Email: melshimizu@hotmail.com

Office open year round
Monday to Fridays 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Days, Evenings & Saturdays by
Appointment

JO-Mi

PLUMBING & SOLAR

KELVIN UYEDA
General Manager
TEL: 310-473-8111

Fax: 310-479-4940

& o
/

2011 SAWTELLE BLVD., = L.A. CA 90025 » St. Lic. 243931

rpyang@aol.com ‘i
| 4
RICHARD P. YANG

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
ceal SStagy
{ wé‘ﬂ 2633 LINCOLN BLVD. #126
NS

SANTA MONICA, CA 90405
310.391.8123

Courtney H. Yoshikawa, D.D.S.

General Dentistry

7740 W. Manchester Avenue

Suite 108 v

Playa del Rey, CA 90293 #%

(310) 822-4987 j i

cyfoshikawa_dds @ yahoo.com
Saturday appointments available
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/ * INATIONAL INOTARY ASSOCIATION

. X NOTARY PUBLIC
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MEMBER

LORI UYEDA HAYASHI

2011 SAWTELLE BLD., SUITE B
Los ANGELES, CA 90025
OFFICE: 310-914-9147 CeLL: 310-988-5874
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Zumba® Club at the VICC
November 2024

On October 29th, we had a Halloween class! We had a nice spooky class after which we had snacks. There
will also be an upcoming Holiday Christmas dance on December 17th.

We have some new members in our club. They are mostly beginners! How about giving it a try? Move
through dance and have fun at the same time!

NO CLASS on Nov. 12 and Nov. 19. There will be Holiday break on Dec. 24 and Dec. 31.

What is Zumba? It is a kind of Cardio dance using mostly Latin Rhythms, including music from around the
world. We enjoy Flamenco, Afrobeat, and Kpop once in a while. It’s a fun way to move and exercise, building
balance and coordination. The class provides a little challenge, but with consistent attendance, it gets easier.

Here is the schedule and cost.
TUES. LIVE - Zumba® @9:00 AM - at the Gym at the VIJCC (Venice Japanese Community Center).

Membership at the VICC is required ($30 annually until end of the year)
Fee applies - $6 Walk-in, $25/5 classes, or $45/10 classes

Liability waiver must be filled out.

Registration is ongoing. Newcomers & all levels welcome.

Bring: Wear Sturdy shoes, water, towel and energy

Zumba at the VJCC is taught by Leonore Miller, Certified Zumba, Zumba Gold, Zumba Toning, Zumba Aqua,
Zumba Step and AFAA certified.

Questions? Contact Leonore at Skyflakez@hotmail.com

Text: 310-210-2154

Leonore

o KEKTN
o GHTIN'
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AEH0 HATIN'
J
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Local Advertisers

JOSEPH E. DEERING
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
ESTATE PLANNING
PROBATE AND ELDER LAW

“Take care of yourself and your loved ones
and give your property to
whom you want at the least possible cost”

First Consultation Free

Call Patty Ota-Kuramoto, Legal Assistant
for an appointment

2221 23rd Street
Santa Monica, California 90405

Tel: (310) 907-5714
Fax: (310) 526-8920
www.joedeering.com

4
carelife

Restoring Hope Through Exercise, Education and Caregiver’s Suppport

Carelife is a leading Home Care, Caregiver and Home Exercise proverder in Los Angeles,
Torrance South Bay and Orange County.

Services Offered

® Free in-home and fall risk assessment
Assistance with walking, transferring,
bathing, toileting, dressing & grooming
Medication reminders

Meal preparation

Light house keeping

Escort to appointments & shopping
Companionship

Home exercise, and more

Carelife Difference

e One of the very few Home Care providers in the U.S. to have on staff a Doctor of
Physical Therapy (DPT) and Neurologic Certified Specialist (NCS)

e Offers Moving with Caregivers™, a 10/10 Home Exercise Program created by Carelife

Specialized in Neurological Conditions, including Parkinson’s Disease, Stroke and more

e Over 30 years combined staff experience

Japanese Caregivers Available

Please contact us today...

Tel: 310-373-6030

Email: info@carelifeinc.com

www.carelifeinc.com

Your Dream Home

L]
IsRightHere e
. : ww
Flnd a hmne t'hat suits 5 Star Service-"We sel the highesi
your ]ifeStyle. standards in real estate.”

Experts in what we do-Proven track record
to fetch multiple offers.

4

24/7-Always available lo guide our clients
through the emotional transaction process.

g

Qur team is mere experienced which
translotes te: A smoolh and easy lransaclion.

&

Knowledge-Family rocis that stem 60+ years
in this neighborhood.

3-step opproach-Specialized marketing strategy

designed lo salisty your real estate goals.

jonandmikateam@gmail.com

310.873.4119

JONSMIKA | RODEO REALTY

SE-%LOBAL PRESEALE

02/2024

IYASHI

A community-based palliative care program that can
help improve quality of life for older adults with
serious or chronic illnesses and their families through:

4 ™
*» Individualized care planning

» Symptom management

» Consultation and communication
between family/caregivers

» Bilingual support in English and Japanese
S J/

For more information,
visit keiro.org/iyashi-care
or scan the QR code

Call and leave a message
to inquire: 213.873.5791

& Providence




KOSHIN TAIKO
LA MARRTHON CLASS

LEARN the fundamentals of taiko

M~

1. PLAY onfreal drums =~
. pERFORM at theLA Marathon
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MIKE S. KISHI 1975-2015
dA0th Anniversary
KISHI AUTO SERVICE
GV INFINITI. LE)%..I.S A.;@RA
S ® W

11608 VENICE BLVD.

310-397-0059 LOS ANGELES, CA 90066

Kevin Lai
Hair Stylist for Men & Women of All Ages
Please call 626-272-8994

for an appointment
20% OFF HAIRCUT FOR Ist Time Customers
Vanities Beauty Salon

12615 Venice Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90066

Donna Sugimoto
REALTOR®

Chairman’s Circle Gold SUNSHINE
600 Deep Valley Drive

Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274

CALIFORNIA
PROPERTIES

E Z‘-: % Cell/Text 310 9621486

0 ; E donnasugimoto@gmail.com

0 <= DRE0IBB3265

¥To _

s @ s’ o
mI g 16 10 ncepencentyy cwnd and operates mesmites of the franchise system ol B-H Afates, LLG

Steven T. Shimoyama, M.D.

Orthopedic Surgery/Sports Medicine
Team Physician, L.A. Clippers
AT S TR A I e SRS

8540 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Ste. 1111
Los Angeles, CA 80045

tel. (424) 331-5112

Personalized service through English
_and Japanese speaking caregivers

23 :
‘@

Live a life of ease and comfort...

your project Voiceover Artist
with voice’

424.543.5484

.
B jaetoyota@gmail.com

&) jtVOstudio.com

Best Care Connections is non-medical, in-home
care services for elders and seniors. Enriching

people’s lives by caring for their every need.

Toll Free: 18886101160
Fax: 1 310 807 4355
E-mail: info@bcc-la.com
Web:  www.bcc-la.com
HCO: #194700410

10866 Washington Blvd., Suite 510, Culver City, CA 90232

VIJCC,

Community News

04/2024




Scout Troop 764
Dumpling Fundraiser

N DU@,
a. 'sﬁ-
g ¢ 2

20 frozen dumplings -$15

Pork & Cabbage Chicken & Corn

Kimchi & Pork Veggie

Pre-Order online by Jan 27th:
https://scout-troop-764-dumpling-fundraiser-copy.cheddarup.com

Same Day Orders: Limited Supply/First Come First Serve

Pick up on Sat. Feb Ist (7:30 AM- 12PM)

Venice Japanese Community Center
12448 Braddock Dr, Los Angeles, CA 90066

Questions? Contact Tammy at 310-951-9567 or tamwong888egmail.com



Carol Yokoyama Family

Gayle Hirami & Rod Freed
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Parents Club

Frances & Thomas Oshima
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Henry & Nancy Ako

Venice Hongwanii
Buddhist Temple

KUB®TA

Sharing. Community. Legacy.
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f5: H 24 ¢ [ 88 55560

T: 213-749-1449 F: 213-749-0265
911 VENCE BLvD., Los ANGELES, CA 90015
www . Kubotanikkeimortuary.com

Murashige & Onishi

Engineering Co., Inc.

Courtney H. Yoshikawa, D.D.S.

General Dentistry

7740 W. Manchester Avenue

Suite 108 ey

Playa del Rey, CA 90293

(310) 822-4987 et

cyoshikawa_dds @ yahoo.com
Saturday appointments available

VICC Pickleball Club

Venice
Pioneer
Project
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ANNOUNCING

o
o o
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The Twenty-Fourth Annual V:JéC Scholarship Award (2025)

Eligibility: Applicants must be high school seniors graduating by June 2025 and must be
planning to attend an accredited college or university in the academic year 2025-26.
Applicants must also be a member of the VJCC or a dependent of a member of the VJCC.

Criteria: Criteria for awards include academic excellence, community service, and extra
curricular activities.

Application: Applications will be available on or before December 20, 2024
at the VJCC office, from your VJCC affiliated club, and the VJCC website (vjcc.com).

Application Deadline: Applications and supporting documents must be emailed to
scholarship@vjcc.com no later than March 14, 2025. Please read the application for
submittal instructions.

Award Date: Applications will be evaluated by the VICC Scholarship committee and
recipients notified no later than May 16, 2025.

Photo by Glenn Senda

PHOTO CLUB -11.2024

Mount Rushmore, 2024
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" AN VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER

Baseball Caps!

NAME : 90th Anniversary Celebration
PHONE : Venice Japanese Community Center
EMATL:

Total:
____caps @ 820 each = S
____ books@ $40 each = $

Total purchase = §$

Please make checks payable to
“vJcc”

Mail form & pmt to: VJCC
12448 Braddock Dr.
L.A., CA 90066

You will receive an email or phone call
when your order is ready to pick up.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

DONATEAVEHICLE|  VJCC

LOST & FOUND

(including Boat, Motorcycle or RV) _ .
Get a tax deduction AND VICCru The VJCC Lost & Found is located inside

receives 50% of sales proceeds. the gym, near the northeast entrance.
Depending on their condition, all items

Contact Sharon at will be discarded or donated quarterly -
Treasurer@VJCC.com at the end of March, June, September,
for details and additional information. and December.




VENICE KARATE CLUB
November 2024

We hope everyone and their families are doing well. Daylight Savings time and Election
Day are just around the corner, leading to some big changes in our lives short and long
term. November 3rd is also our last kyu exam of the year, where students will be able to
show their progress.Best of luck to all those that will be testing!

Upcoming Events

Kyu Exam - Sunday November 3rd

Event Wrap-up

On September 29th we hosted self-defense and kumite seminars, concluding with a
mini-tournament. Students from various dojos attended, and were able to learn and
work on concepts that weren’t limited to the principles in kata.

It was especially nice for the youth students, who were able to meet others from
different dojos and make training partners and friends.

Following the seminar sessions and lunch was the mini-tournament. Aimed mainly to
allow youth students to showcase and test their skills and techniques, as well as judging
practice for our regional judges, it had a large turnout with students of all ranks receiving
medals. Outside the medals we hope the participants had a nice experience competing
and testing their abilities against others, and motivate their future training endeavors.

We are aiming to host periodical seminars in the 2025 year, so we hope students can
attend and learn concepts from experienced instructors. Please check the latest
announcements in class for news on upcoming events.

9 H 29 AENE, VICC DIABRET, YEF/ T T EWOI=b—F A MBI E LT,
OEHZDONT=H L LT, F—F A2 PO OWTHHHAEZZIT R D, I=F—
FTAUMEETEA, BMLIEESAILE ST, FHDORWVWE—F A b eRolcZ & LN
T, 11 A 3 RIE. BT A PR ESNET, ROBREICH->T, S, BHIZEA T
SV,

The Venice Karate Club meets every Monday and Thursday from 7:00-9:15pm.
Whether you are continuing your training or are interested in starting something new,
our Club will always welcome you.

If interested, please contact the Venice Japanese Community Center office for details.

BRI TTTR. BEARBALABAFER THRHND O 1540, BFOBHZLTWET, i
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VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER, INC.

v 12448 Braddock Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90066
(310) 822-8885
4 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FOR YEAR
Please Print Information is for VJCC use only

ONEW  ORENEWAL OLIFE DOADDRESS CHANGE| |OADULT MEMBER OPARENT OF MINOR PARTICIPANT

LAST NAME FIRST NAME SPOUSE
Occupation Occupation (Spouse)
Minor Participant Birth Date Club
Minor Participant Birth Date Club
Minaor Participant Birth Date Club
STREET ADDRESS
Ty STATE ZIP PHONE ( ) -

E-MAIL ADDRESS
Monthly newsletter & VJCC-related messages will be sent via email. (Note: You can decline now or you can always decline later
atany time): ODecline If you also want a hardcopy of the newsletter, check one: [JU.S. Mail [OClassroom pickup
If a class roster is published for class use only, may we include your name, address and phone number? [JYES [JNO

VICC Classes/Organizations you belong to
IS PARTICIPANT COVERED BY MEDICAL INSURANCE? OYES ONO

EMERGENCY CONTACT: Name Phone Relationship

LIABILITY RELEASE AND WAIVER

For and in consideration of my being permitted to use the facilities and equipment of the VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY
CENTER, INC., and any class | attend, at 12448 Braddock Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90066, and further to be allowed to enter,
remain, and be on the premises owned, operated, supervised, or managed by the above-stated organizations, or any other place
in the course of the activities of the above-stated organizations.

I, THE UNDERSIGNED, DO HEREBY EXPRESSLY WAIVE AND RELEASE all and any rights, claims, demands, actions, or judgments
which |, the undersigned, ever had, now has, may have, or claimed to have, against the above-stated organizations, their
officers, members, agents or employees of any and all personal injuries and damages and any and all injuries to property, real or
personal, which might be caused by the, arise out of, or result in connection with my presence on the premises of the above-
stated organizations or otherwise by my participation in any activity organized, supervised, or conducted by the above-stated
organizations or wherever located.

| HAVE READ THE CONTENTS OF THIS RELEASE AND WAIVER AND UNDERSTAND ALL ITS TERMS.
| EXECUTE THIS RELEASE AND WAIVER VOLUNTARILY WITH FULL KNOWLEDGE OF ITS SIGNIFICANCE.
| AGREE TO HAVE MEDICAL INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR EACH PARTICIPANT.

| HEREBY CONSENT TO THE USE OF MY NAME, PHOTOGRAPH AND/OR IMAGE BY VICC FOR ITS PROMOTIONAL PURPOSES.
| AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE VJCC RULES AND REGULATIONS AS PRINTED ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS PAGE.

DATE: ADULT'S SIGNATURE
RELATIONSHIP TO MINOR PARTICIPANT

CHECK APPROPRIATE MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY & MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO "VICC" CHECK #

O Adult Individual Membership (18 or older) ........... $30 Dues collected by _
O Family Membership (including minors under 18 & full-time students under 24) ....$50 (class or organization)

O Senior (age 80 & paid member for past 5 consecutive years) Birth date (required) (dues waived)

VJCC RECORD: Treasurer
White Copy - VICC Yellow Copy - Class/Organization Pink Copy - Member

DB POSTED DUES POSTED Rev. 09/06/2018




VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER

2024 ONGOING PROGRAMS & CLASSES

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
9:00 Pickleball 09:00 Adult Zumba 9:00 Pickleball 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 9:30 Sumi-e 7:15 Aikido
10:00 Tai Chi (60+) 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 10:00 Roeikai-Shigin v 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 9:00 Japanese
v (Senior Wellness Program) 10:00 Sr. Wellness 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 12:30 Ballroom Dance ¥ v Language
12:30 Taiko 10:30 Sr. Nutrition v 4:00 Basketball VYC (Children’s)
3:30 Virtual v 6:00 Hula 9:30 Japanese
Sunday Yoga 1:00 Craft Workshop 4:00 Basketball VYC 4:00 Basketball VYC 7:00 Japanese as Dance*
5:30 Volleyball | 4:30 Basketball VYC | 7.00 Taiko v 6:00 Aikido Second Language | 9:30 Basketball VYC
Adult 6:30 Aikido 7:00 Boy Scouts 4:30 Basketball VYC 7:00 Ikebana (Intermediate)
8:00 Basketball 7:00 Del Rey H/O 7:00 Judo 7:30 JACL (1% Wed) 5:30 Japanese as 7:00 Judo v
Adult (1* Mon,Zoom) 7:00 Kendo ) Sec. Lang. (Before 7:00 Kendo 1:00 Koto*
7:00 Karate Boger pesiane) 2:00 Bunka Shodo
1:00 Iaido

Same as Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1
Week 1 10:00 Watercolor 1:00 Iaido
v v
v 7:30 VYC Mtg (2™ Wed) 7:00 Bonsai (2" Fri) v
Same as Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1
Week 1
v v v v
7:00 Boy Scout 7:00 CBO (3" Wed) 5:30 Japanese as 7:00 Japanese as
Parents 7:30 VICC Exec Council Sec. Lang. (Before Second Language
Beginner, Beginner) (Intermediate)
Same as Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1
Week 1 10:00 Watercolor 1:00 Taido
v v
7:00 Photo Club 7:00 RAP (4" Wed) v
(4th Tues)
7:00 Bonsai
(4" Tues)
Revised 10/4/2024
* class has not yet resumed
2024 REPRESENTATIVES
Arts & Crafts Martial Arts
Craft Workshop........cocoovveiiiiieiiiciieciiieee e Ruby Kita ATKIO ..o Tom Scheir
Photo Club........c.evvieeiiii e June Inai 7= ] o o 1 Harry Mott
Watercolor ..........oocveeeiiiieeeeiee e Ko Yoshida JUAO e Trace Nishiyama
BSA Troop 764 Karate ....coooeieeeiie e Ron Sugano
Scoutmaster........ccoovveveieii i Dan Regan KENAO......oieiiiittce e Kevin Fujikami
Parents’ Club .........cocooiiiiiiiiiiiee e Elton Doi Music
Exercise
D (o To I TR USRI Leslie Masuda KOTO™ e Eiko Idota
ZUMDA......coiiiiiieii e Leonore Miller Shigin (Roeikai)........ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiieecieeee Kosei Yamamura
Dance Taiko (KOShin).....c.oooviiiiiiiicee e Lori Miyakawa
Ballroom Dance*...........ccooccveeeeeeiiciiiiieeeeee Gayle Hirami
Hula.....cccooeeeees Wen-Chia Parker
Japanese Odori*........cccccceeeieiiiiiiiieeeee, Dianne Fukuwa | Carolyn Komoto
.................................................................................... Seniors

VJCC Sr. Nutrition
- Senior Meal Service (M-F)
.......................................................... Eric Inouye

JACL (Venice/WLA) .John Saito
Japanese Culture
" BONSAI.eoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee Shig Miya, Shinya Miyakoshi

Satsuki Palter

Sports
Shodo ... Fusako Ogasawara
SUMI=€ . Jane Shibata

Japanese Language
Gakuen (Youth) Shizuki Yamashita
Adults (as a 2" language) ................ Fusako Ogasawara

Revised 10/4/2024

Pioneer Project
Senior Wellness Program

Basketball (VYC)
Pickleball (Adult)....
Volleyball (Adult)

MESSAGES WILL BE RELAYED TO APPROPRIATE PARTIES

.............................................. Kats Nishimoto

........................ Tina Grammatico

.Gayle Hirami

...Mil Kurashige/|

FOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFFICE (310) 822-8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM

Basketball (Adult).......... Chuan Michael Chang, George Johnston
............ Kathy Yamash

ita/Kazie Kame
Ken Rosengrant
Todd Nakamoto
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