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Thanks to the many volunteers and generous sponsors and donors, Bingo 
successfully returned to the VJCC on August 17, bringing much appreciated 

revenue to the VJCC's General Operating Fund. This fund helps to keep our 
Community Center a vital place for all of us to enjoy.

SPONSORSHIPS
 

I am a Bingo Committee drop-out. The evening meetings 
did not fit into my current schedule. Observing and enjoying 
Bingo Night on Saturday, August 17, on the other hand, was a 
don’t-miss-it event!
	 Bingo is back… and 
after a five-year absence, 
it was welcomed by 
over 250 attendees and 
sponsors with ink dauber 
and clapper clutching 
open arms!
	 The doors to the gym 
opened at 4:00 p.m. 
My mother and I were greeted at our car and directed to 
the check-in table where we picked up pre-sale bingo card 
packs, raffle tickets and ink daubers. We found the friends 
with whom we’d planned to share a table and made ourselves 
comfortable with water and dessert items from the very 
well stocked refreshment table. At 4:30, Kendo Club’s Bento 
window opened for business, serving teriyaki chicken over 
white rice, ramen cabbage salad and pineapple chunks. Later, 
after bento sales were done, Kendo 

Bingo is Back

Thank You from the 
Bingo Committee by Kevin Kunisaki

by Gail Sharp

(Continued on page 3) (Continued on page 3)

Fusae Nishina (left) and Ruth Horibe

*GOLD SPONSOR
Carol Yokoyama Family
 
*SILVER SPONSORS
Murashige & Onishi 
Engineering Co., Inc.
Parents Club of Scouts BSA 
Troop 764
Venice Hongwanji Buddhist 
Temple
Venice Kendo Club
Venice Pioneer Project
 
*BRONZE SPONSORS
Henry & Nancy Ako
Anonymous
Gayle Hirami & Rod Freed
Kubota Mortuary
Frances & Thomas Oshima
VJCC Pickleball Club
Courtney H. Yoshikawa, D.D. S.
 
*GAME SPONSORS
Adult Japanese Language
Lori Hayashi
George & Keiko Kikuta
Leonore & Eric Miller & the 
Zumba Club
Fusae Nishina
Koshin Taiko
Venice Shodo Kai

RAFFLE PRIZE 
DONATIONS
Adult Volleyball
Photo Club
Rutt’s Hawaiian Cafe
Senior Nutrition

COMPLIMENTARY 
BENTO DONATION
Venice Kendo Club –  
26 Bento for Sponsors

BAKED GOODS/
DESSERT DONATIONS
Nancy Ako
Vicki Ariyasu
Jolyn Brookes
Cathy Hirano
Erica Hirata
Tini Ibrahim
Jean Inada – Senior Nutrition
Ruby Kita – Craft Class
Michelle Latiolais - Ikebana
Patrick Liu – Koshin Taiko
Leonore Miller – Zumba
Kotomi Miyashiro – Kendo
Sheri Nagata
Tom Nakagiri – VHBT
Eva Nakasone
Linda Oshinomi

AUGUST NEWSLETTER 
CORRECTION  |  Apologies to Carolyn 
Komoto whose name was accidentally 
dropped during editing from the list of 
Scholarship Committee members in front page 
article, “VJCC Presents Its 2024 Scholarships.”

Brady Sugano received the Instant 
Recognition Award at the August EC meeting 
for the countless times he showed initiative 
in volunteering his time without being asked. 
He saw a "need" and simply chose to lend 
a hand. His general awareness of situations 
and his surroundings is inspiring.



Board Visions

THE VJCC “COMMUNITY”
Growing up in the Venice/Mar Vista area, I 
recall feeling an amazing sense of “Community.” 
It seemed no matter where we went, everyone 
knew everyone else. Fifty years later, I am 
pleased that this sense of Community is still the 
common theme and going strong here at the 
VJCC.
	 My father was a Kibei-Nisei, born in Terminal Island and moved 
to Japan when he was five years old. When he returned to the U.S. 
with a family some 35 years later, he settled in the Venice area. With 
the VJCC nearby, my parents joined several organizations because 
at that time in the early 1960s, most of the folks at the VJCC spoke 
Japanese. He joined the Marina Gardeners Federation; my siblings and 
I attended the Venice Gakuen on Saturdays; my brother did Judo; I did 
Kendo; all of us played sports with VYC (Venice Youth Council); and, 
of course, my mother was heavily involved with the Women’s Club (aka 
Fujinkai).  
	 My parents shopped at the neighborhood store, Aloha Market; 
patronized MG & Baba’s lawn mower shops for my father’s landscaping 
& gardening business; banked at the Bank of Tokyo, now US Bank; and 
my father bought my sports equipment at Centinela Sporting Goods. 
Their prescriptions were filled at M&S Pharmacy, filled up the cars at 
the Shell and ARCO stations, and ate at the area restaurants--all local 
businesses owned by Japanese Americans who supported the VJCC. I 
remember my parents being gone many evenings each week to attend 
various meetings at the VJCC. After work, it seemed as if all of the 
community members came together at the VJCC to keep the clubs 
going.
	 I am very grateful to the VJCC Community for my fond childhood 
memories and I am very proud that this tradition is being continued 
by all of you who still volunteer and participate in the numerous clubs 
and organizations here at the center. 
	 Although my personal family has moved out of the area, our two 
sons were able to serve through Boy Scout Troop 764 and the VYC. 
They have fond memories of learning, making friends and helping 
out at many Natsu Matsuri festivals, Clean Up days and Shinnenkai 
programs. They still talk about how everyone in the JA community 
supports and helps each other. 
	 With the upcoming Clean Up day on September 8, the Shokudo 
‘Block Party’ event on the 22nd, the RAP Arts & Crafts Fair on the 
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Donations: August 2024
The VJCC gratefully acknowledges the following

donations of time, material, and money:
Craig Cummings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Monetary Donation 
Sonia Dixon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Monetary Donation
Sally Yamashita. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            $500

Building: August 2024 
Betty Lieu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                $1,000
Satoru Ouchida. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            $150

Legacy Tree: August 2024
The VJCC gratefully acknowledges donations and 

pledges towards the Legacy Tree:
None to report. 

28th and the Annual VJCC Golf Tournament 
on the 30th, there are multiple opportunities 
to spend time with other members of the 
VJCC Community. Come out and create fond 
memories while supporting this fabulous place 
that we call the Venice Japanese COMMUNITY 
Center.

Ken Nagao
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Photos provided by Steve Fujimoto

Fran Saito
Robyn Shimizu Cohen – Senior Nutrition
Elaine Shimomaye
Dinky Shintaku – Senior Nutrition
Norman & Yoshie Tachiki
Linda Takahashi
Charlene Talbot
Kimiko Taoyama
Kevin Yamashita
Victoria Yamashita
PLUS: the many “anonymous” bakers who 
dropped off desserts. THANK YOU!!

VJCC CLUBS, FRIENDS & 
ORGANIZATIONS VOLUNTEERS
Alex Brookes
Jolyn Brookes
Samantha Brookes
Steve Fujimoto
Girl Scout Troop 5325
Brandon Hirano
Gary Hongo
Liz Inouye
Kelly Kato
Megan Shimoda
Westlight Community Church
Jennifer Yamashita
Kevin Yamashita
Mark Yamashita
Adult Basketball
Adult Japanese
Adult Volleyball
Aikido
Gakuen
Hula
Ikebana
Karate
Kendo
Photo Club
Pickleball
Pioneer Project
Scout Troop 764
Taiko
VYC

CHICKEN TERIYAKI BENTO
Venice Kendo Club

BINGO COMMITTEE
Chair – Kevin Kunisaki
Lori Counihan
Randy & Rika Fujisaki
Gayle Hirami
Joy Hong
Eric Inouye
Eva Nakasone & Ted Nishimura
Gail Sharp
Amy Shimoda
Lorelei Sun
Jae Toyota
Celeste Yamashita
Victoria Yamashita

Annual Clean-up
Sunday, September 8, 8:00 AM

The Shokudo Block Party Premiere
Sunday, September 22, 2:00 PM

Arts & Crafts Fair
Saturday, September 28, 9:00 AM

Golf Tournament
Monday, September 30, Registration 7:00 AM
	 Shotgun Start 9:00 AM
Please check VJCC.com for the latest updates.

Save These Dates

circulated through the gym with second servings of salad and musubi made from 
extra rice.
	 Bingo started at 5:00 p.m. During the first five games and ‘Big Spin,’ I saw large 
groups of familiar faces everywhere! Most surprising to me, though, were tables 
filled with “youngsters” from not so many years ago, now busy young adults, young 
marrieds, and new parents! Seeing the wide age range of the participants at the 
returned Bingo Night was gratifying after months of wondering…who will come?
	 Even though our group intended to stay for dinner and only four or five games, 
we were having too much fun! One of us was fading fast at 7:30, though. If there was 
ever any question of long-time supporters of Bingo Night coming back after a five-
year break, the twinkle in Ruth Horibe’s eyes and Fusae Nishina’s big smile while 
catching up and reminiscing over dinner and an amazing 15 games of bingo was 
their joyful answer, “YES!” Next year the goal for these eight-decades-long friends 
will be to make it to game 20, ‘Black Out!’



 

 

Frances & Thomas Oshima 

Parents Club 

 

 

Gayle Hirami & Rod Freed 
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Murashige & Onishi 

Engineering Co., Inc. 

  

 

Henry & Nancy Ako 

 

 

VJCC Pickleball Club 
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   Board Vision by Ken Nagao – September 2024    
 
 
ベニス／マービスタ地区で育った私は、「コミュニティ 」という素晴らしい感覚を覚えて

います。どこに行っても、みんながみんな知り合いでした。それから 50 年。 

この「コミュニティ」の感覚が、ここ VJCC でまだ共通のテーマとして、力強く続いている

ことを嬉しく思います。 

 

私の父は日系二世で、ターミナル・アイランドで生まれ、5 歳の時に日本に移り住みまし

た。それから 35 年後、家族とともにアメリカに戻り、ベニス地区に定住しました。 

VJCC が近くにあったので、両親はここでいくつかの団体に参加しました。 

1960 年代初頭、VJCC ではほとんどの方が日本語を話していたため、父はマリーナ庭

園組合に入会しました。 

兄は柔道、私は剣道、私たち全員が VYC（ベニス青少年評議会）でスポーツをしまし

た。そしてもちろん、母は婦人会にも深く関わっていました。 

 

両親は、コミュニティーセンター周辺をフルに活用しておりました。近所のアロハ・マー

ケットで買い物をし、父の造園業と園芸業のために MG＆馬場芝刈り機店をよく利用し

ました。銀行は今の US バンクである、東京銀行を利用しました。 

父は私のスポーツ用品をセンティネラスポーツグッズで買い、自分の処方箋は 

M&S の薬局で買い、車はシェルとアーコのガソリンスタンドで満タンにして、近辺のレス

トランで食事をしていました。 

両親が VJCC の様々な会合に出席するため、毎週夕方何度も家を空けていたのを覚

えています。仕事が終わると、まるで地域の人たち全員が VJCC に集合しているようで

した。 

 

振り返ってみると、VJCC コミュニティには、子供時代の楽しい思い出を提供していただ

き、とても感謝しています。 

この伝統が、今もボランティアやセンターの数多くのクラブや団体のイベント活動に参

加している皆さんによって受け継がれていることを、私はとても誇りに思います。 

 

私の家族はこの地域から引っ越してしまいましたが、私たちの 2 人の息子はボーイス

カウト 764 団と VYC を通じて奉仕することができました。息子たちは、多くの夏期講習

で学び、友人を作り、夏祭りやクリーンナップ、新年会などのプログラムに参加し、、手

伝ったりしたことは、良い思い出です。 

彼らは今でも、日系のコミュニティーのみんながお互いを支え合い、助け合っていた思

い出話をよく話しています。 

 

来る 9月 8日の清掃の日、22 日の食堂「ブロック・パーティー」イベント、RAPアート＆

キャンプ、28日の RAPアート＆クラフトフェア、30 日の VJCCゴルフ大会など、 

VJCC コミュニティの他のメンバーと一緒に過ごす機会がたくさんあります。ぜひ 

ベニス日系コミュニティーセンターという、この素晴らしい場所をサポートしながら、楽し

い思い出を作りましょう。 

 
ナガオナガオナガオナガオ    ケンケンケンケン    



 

VJCC ANNUAL CLEAN-UP DAY 

Sunday, September 8, star�ng @ 8AM 

 

The Community Center belongs to its members                                                                    

and organiza�ons. 

Please come out to meet, and work together                                                                        

with members from other clubs to clean and                                                                

maintain our Center. 

All clubs and organiza�ons are                                                                                     

responsible for sending                                                                                          

representa�ves to this event. 

There will be refreshments                                                                                                         

and drinks in apprecia�on for                                                                                                     

your labor. 
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“The Shokudo Block Party Premiere at the VJCC!” will take place on Sunday, September 

22nd starting at 2:00pm. The VJCC is excited to partner with The Shokudo to bring you an 

immersive cultural experience where the gym will be transformed into a Japanese 

alleyway! If you haven’t been able to travel to Japan, this is the next best thing complete 

with detailed visual aesthetics of post-war Showa-era Japan, food for purchase at hand-

crafted wooden booths, and live entertainment from the main stage featuring the VJCC’s 

Koshin Taiko. Early bird tickets are available through September 8 for $30 (children’s 

tickets are $20) at this link: 

https://vjcc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/c2f55a40-d880-4c33-a600-0a18b0e485d8 

 

Kyoto, Japan 2024                                                                                                                                   Photo by Glen Hoshizaki 
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VJCCTM Golf Tournament 
Platinum Sponsors 

09/2022 



 



LORI UYEDA HAYASHI 

2011 SAWTELLE BLVD., SUITE B 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90025 

OFFICE: 310-914-9147  CELL: 310-988-5874 

Local Advertisers 

02/2020 

rpyang@aol.com 

2633 LINCOLN BLVD. #126 

SANTA MONICA, CA 90405 

310.391.8123 

 

Melvin M. Shimizu 
Certified Public Accountant 

 
Income Tax Services, 

Accounting & Bookkeeping 
 

Now at our New Location: 
 

5555 Inglewood Blvd., Suite 103 

Culver City, California 90230 

 

(1 block north of Jefferson Blvd.) 
 

Serving our community since 1978 

 

(310) 306-7500 

(310) 306-7520 fax 

Email:  melshimizu@hotmail.com 

 
Office open year round 

Monday to Fridays 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Days, Evenings & Saturdays by 

Appointment 



VENICE KARATE CLUB 
September 2024 

 

We hope everyone and their families are doing well.The school year has begun, and 

students have returned to the dojo from vacation with a renewed energy and a mindset 

of a new beginning. Similar to a Sho Dan black belt, while they may have learned plenty 

in their previous grades they are back to “Sho” (初) or the starting point of that 

grade/year, learning and experiencing many new things in this upcoming year. Others 

that are not in school may have kyu exams or competitions in sight, or goals to train for 

each time they practice. With that in mind, please hear from Taiyo Yamaguchi, assistant 

instructor, on his thoughts on training with purpose and objectives. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Endeavor to Excel 

By Taiyo Yamaguchi 

Setting milestones in your life can improve your life quality. How about your milestones 

in your karate life? What are you thinking when you are training karate at the dojo? 

Trying to get better on something? Or not thinking about anything. Setting milestones 

will make your karate life easier to accomplish your big goals like to be a black belt, be a 

champion at tournaments, or be a great instructor. Your goals can be very small goals 

like remembering katas, being able to perform good “Kihon” basic techniques than your 

friends, shout “Kiai” louder than your friends, or just enjoy training karate. 

If you have your milestones set and come to the dojo with your 120% effort to 

accomplish your goals, your “Senpai” senior students and your “Sensei” instructors will 

be happy to help achieve your goals with 120% effort. However, if you don’t have 

anything, then you probably don’t get anything back from us. Please understand that 

you are not entitled to be promoted to your next belt or next degree. You must train 

harder and earn it! Please set your milestones and try harder to achieve your goals. 

Otherwise, you will waste your time. 

 

人生の節目を設定することで、人生の質を向上させることができます。あなたのマイ人生の節目を設定することで、人生の質を向上させることができます。あなたのマイ人生の節目を設定することで、人生の質を向上させることができます。あなたのマイ人生の節目を設定することで、人生の質を向上させることができます。あなたのマイ

ルストーンはどうですか。ルストーンはどうですか。ルストーンはどうですか。ルストーンはどうですか。 

気合を入れて、昨日よりも少し上達した今日を目指して、稽古に励みましょう。気合を入れて、昨日よりも少し上達した今日を目指して、稽古に励みましょう。気合を入れて、昨日よりも少し上達した今日を目指して、稽古に励みましょう。気合を入れて、昨日よりも少し上達した今日を目指して、稽古に励みましょう。

______________________________________________________________________

The Venice Karate Club meets every Monday and Thursday from 7:00-9:15pm. 

Whether you are continuing your training or are interested in starting something new, 

our Club will always welcome you. 

If interested, please contact the Venice Japanese Community Center office for details. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

    

空手クラブでは、毎週月曜日と木曜日空手クラブでは、毎週月曜日と木曜日空手クラブでは、毎週月曜日と木曜日空手クラブでは、毎週月曜日と木曜日午後７時から午後７時から午後７時から午後７時から9時時時時15分、空手の稽古をしていま分、空手の稽古をしていま分、空手の稽古をしていま分、空手の稽古をしていま

す。何か運動を始めたいと思っている方は、是非一度見学にいらしてください。す。何か運動を始めたいと思っている方は、是非一度見学にいらしてください。す。何か運動を始めたいと思っている方は、是非一度見学にいらしてください。す。何か運動を始めたいと思っている方は、是非一度見学にいらしてください。 



 

 
JOSEPH E. DEERING 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

ESTATE PLANNING 

PROBATE AND ELDER LAW 

 

“Take care of yourself and your loved ones 

and give your property to 

whom you want at the least possible cost” 

 

First Consultation Free 

 

Call Patty Ota-Kuramoto, Legal Assistant 

for an appointment 

 

2221 23rd Street 

Santa Monica, California 90405 

Tel:   (310) 907-5714 

Fax:   (310) 526-8920 

www.joedeering.com 

Restoring Hope Through Exercise, Educa�on and Caregiver’s Suppport 

Carelife is a leading Home Care, Caregiver and Home Exercise proverder in Los Angeles, 

Torrance South Bay and Orange County.  

Services Offered 

• Free in-home and fall r isk assessment 

• Assistance with walking, transferring,         

bathing, toile&ng, dressing & grooming 

• Medica&on reminders 

• Meal prepara&on 

• Light housekeeping 

• Escort to appointments & shopping 

• Companionship 

• Home exercise, and more 

Carelife Difference 

• One of the very few Home Care providers in the U.S. to have on staff a Doctor of 

Physical Therapy (DPT) and Neurologic Cer&fied Specialist (NCS) 

• Offers Moving with Caregiverssm, a 10/10 Home Exercise Program created by Carelife 

• Specialized in Neurological Conditions, including Parkinson’s Disease, Stroke and more 

• Over 30 years combined staff experience 

 

Japanese Caregivers Available 

Please contact us today… 

Tel: 310-373-6030 

Email: info@carelifeinc.com 

www.carelifeinc.com 

02/2024 
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SENIOR NUTRITION 
September 2024 

 

Come join us not only for nutritious meals, but also for fun activities in a warm and welcoming 

environment that will enhance your overall health and well-being.  

Our VJCC-sponsored programs continue to be popular with our seniors.  Our volunteers’ mission is to 

make our seniors get up, get dressed, and get going…to look forward to spending time with old friends, 

making new ones in a place that is welcoming and fun, and to encourage them to join in other VJCC 

activities, classes, and clubs (Senior Wellness Programs, The Pioneer Project, Pickle Ball, Ikebana, 

Bonsai, and many more). 

 ⧫Celebrating Monthly Birthdays (3rd Friday)* ⧫Monthly Bento Program (last Friday)* 

⧫The Puzzle Center (1000+ piece puzzles)  ⧫Ever-popular weekly Bingo *     

⧫The Garden Market               ⧫Annual Holiday Party*. 

*Note:  You must be a VJCC member in order to participate in these programs. 

➢ Come in to sign up with Tina Grammatico, WLCAC Meal Service Coordinator of the Senior 

Nutrition Program and to pick up a menu (monthly menus are also posted on the VJCC website).   Tina 

is an employee of the WLCAC and with the help of the VJCC volunteers stands ready to package up 

nutritious meals (grab ‘n’ go) Monday through Friday.  Note:  If you participate in any of the VJCC-

sponsored activities above, we encourage you to also sign up for the warm meals provided 

Mondays – Fridays by the WLCAC.  There is no joining fee to participate in the WLCAC Senior 

Nutrition Program. 

➢Upcoming articles – Introducing our Senior Nutrition volunteers, the ever-popular Fall Bake Sale, 

and annual Holiday Party. 

Friday Happenings: 

We play Bingo 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We celebrate birthdays 

                                                                                                                                              We get together with friends! 
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Steven T. Shimoyama, M.D. 

 

Kevin Lai 

Hair Stylist for Men & Women of All Ages 

Please call 626-272-8994 
for an appointment 

20% OFF HAIRCUT FOR 1st Time Customers 

Vanities Beauty Salon 
12615 Venice Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90066 

Personalized service through English Personalized service through English Personalized service through English Personalized service through English 
and Japanese speaking caregiversand Japanese speaking caregiversand Japanese speaking caregiversand Japanese speaking caregivers    

VJCCTM 
Community News 



Zumba® Club at the VJCC 

In June our club presented a performance during 

the VJCC festival. It was a great way to introduce our 

club and what Zumba is about. We continued classes 

during the summer months. Fall is a great time to 

join us because we get to dance to Holiday songs 

(Halloween & Christmas). 

 

ATTENTION: No class on Oct. 1, Nov. 12 & Nov. 19. 

What is Zumba? It is a kind of Cardio dance using 

mostly Latin Rhythms, but my music comes from all 

over. We also enjoy Flamenco, pop and Kpop once in 

a while. It’s a fun way to move and exercise, building 

balance and coordination. Is it difficult? With 

consistent attendance, it gets easier. 

Here is the schedule and cost. 

TUES. LIVE - Zumba® @9:00 AM - - at the Gym at the 

VJCC (Venice Japanese Community Center) 

Membership at the VJCC is required ($30 annually 

until end of the year) 

Fee applies - $6 Walk-in, $25/5 classes, or $45/10 

classes 

Liability waiver must be filled out 

Registration is ongoing. Newcomers & all levels 

welcome. 

Bring: Wear Sturdy shoes, water, towel and energy 

Zumba at the VJCC is taught by Leonore Miller, 

Certified Zumba, Zumba Gold, Zumba Toning, Zumba 

Aqua, Zumba Step and AFAA certified. 

Questions? Contact Leonore at 

Skyflakez@hotmail.com - or - Text: 310-210-2154 

Leonore 

VENICE PIONEER PROJECT 

September 2024 

 

Sept. 10, Tues   SOBOBA CASINO – One 

day trip.  Space available. 

Oct. 20, Sunday  BBQ LUNCHEON – Mail in 

flyer.  Space is limited. 

Nov. 5-8, Tues-Thurs  LAS VEGAS TRIP – 

ReservaJon by mail-in flyer. 

AUGUST MEXICAN LUNCHEON – LISA 

WOO & HARRIET WOO - Special thanks 

for arranging and ordering the El 

ABEJENO specialJes. 

DONATIONS: 

$100 & UP – Ellen Harada, Kimiko Maeda, 

Yuki Shiraki 

OTHERS -- Anonymous, Tomi Kasai, Marian 

Kubota, Kaz Kurahashi, Jean Nakamoto, 

John & Judy Nawa, Doris Noda, Judith 

Sakihara, Teri Sugamura, Itsuye Teshiba 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

VJCC CLEAN-UP DAY 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 

STARTING @ 8AM 
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Brian Nakagiri—Realtor®  BRE#01817767 

Venice Community Resident for Sixty Years!Venice Community Resident for Sixty Years!Venice Community Resident for Sixty Years!Venice Community Resident for Sixty Years!    

Representing Buyers and Sellers of Homes and  

Apartments On the Westside of Los Angeles. 

Ask me for a Free Detailed Analysis of your 

Real Estate when Selling, Buying or Renting a  

Property. 

C������n� H��es�� �n� In�e��i�� �i�� Re�� Re��lt!! 

Contact Me Today for Any of Your  

Real Estate Needs! 

 Brian Nakagiri                         PCRE 

 Phone.310.902.4475      Email—BrianNakagiri@gmail.com 

 

QUOCK LAW FIRM 
A�orneys at Law 

Kevin J. Quock, Esq. 

Estate Planning, Trusts & Wills 

Business & Real Estate Law 

General Li�ga�on 

Visit us on the web at www.quocklaw.com 

QUALITY, INTEGRITY, SERVICE. WE CARE 

   A general law prac�ce with an emphasis in the areas of trusts, 

wills, estate planning, probate, business law, real estate, general 

li�ga�on and personal injury. Providing effec�ve, reliable and 

quality service to  individuals and businesses for over 35 years. 

   Now may be a good �me to review your living trust. Recent 

changes in the tax laws, as well as changes in your life, could be a 

good reason to review your estate planning documenta�on, in-

cluding your living trust and healthcare direc�ves. Schedule an 

appointment and visit us in the Sony building inside the Prome-

nade at the Howard Hughes Center, directly across from the Cine-

mark 18 & XD movie theater. We look forward to serving you. 

6080 Center Drive Suite 600 

Los Angeles, CA 90045 

Tel: (310) 348-8162 

Fax: (424) 309-5639 

E-mail: kjq@quocklaw.com 



VENICE SHODO KAI 

September 2024 

 

2024 Venice Shodo Kai 50th Anniversary Shodo Exhibition 

Venice Shodo Kai was established 1974 by Ryuseki Ouchida Sensei.  

This year is the 50th anniversary. To celebrate, we decided to have a Shodo Exhibition on October 

27th (Sunday), 2024. 

All Shodo works of Shodo Kai members and other local Bunka Shodo Kai members’ works will be 

on display. We’re delighted that VJCC Gindo Kashu Rouei Kai has agreed to collaborate.  

Experience the unique blend of Shodo-Gin: live Shodo demonstrations accompanied by Shigin 

performances. 

We will be serving tea and snacks. We hope that everyone will be able to join our exhibition and 

enjoy the exhibition with family and friends.  

Date & Time: October 27th (Sun) 11am ~ 5 pm 

Place: VJCC MPR (Small Gym) 

Admission: Free ベニス書道会50周年記念書道展 ベニス書道会は1974年に大内田龍石先生によって設立され、今年で設立50周年を迎えたことを
 祝福して10月27日（日）に書道展を開催することとなりました ベニス書道会全会員の多数の作品と、近郊の文化書道会の会員の作品も同時に展示しま    
 す。    また、VJCC所属の吟道加州朗詠会の共同参加を得ることができ、書の展示に加えて詩吟の発    
 表及び書道吟（詩吟に合わせて漢詩を書く書道）もお楽しみいただけます。     茶菓の用意もありますので 皆様、お誘いあわせの上ご来場いただき、展示会場でおくつろぎ
 下さい。    日時：2024年10月27日（日）１１AM～５PM    会場：VJCC MPR（Small Gym）    料金：入場無料 



Local Advertisers 

04/2024 

• Auto        • Business 

• Home        • Workers Comp 

• Life        • Disability George Mori 
George Mori Insurance 

Agency 
0E53619 

Serving Los Angeles, South Bay and San Fernando Valley 

(310) 641-6674 

1527 E. ADAMS BLVD. 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90011 





  

VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER 

Baseball Caps! 
 

NAME: _______________________ 

PHONE: ______________________ 

EMAIL: ______________________ 

Total: 

___ caps  @ $20 each = $____ 

___ books@ $40 each = $____ 

     Total purchase = $____ 

Please make checks payable to 

“VJCC” 

Mail form & pmt to: VJCC 

12448 Braddock Dr. 

L.A., CA 90066 

You will receive an email or phone call 

when your order is ready to pick up. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

 

(including Boat, Motorcycle or RV) 

Get a tax deduction AND VJCCTM 

receives 50% of sales proceeds. 

  
Contact Sharon at  

Treasurer@VJCC.com 

for details and additional information. 



VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

2024 ONGOING PROGRAMS & CLASSES 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

 

▼ 

12:30 Taiko 

  3:30 Virtual 

    Sunday Yoga 

  5:30 Volleyball 

     Adult 

  8:00 Basketball  

    Adult 

   9:00  Pickleball 

10:00  Tai Chi (60+) 
(Senior Wellness Program) 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

▼ 

  1:00 Craft Workshop 

  4:30 Basketball VYC 

  6:00 Karate (Beginner) 

  6:30 Aikido 

  7:00 Del Rey H/O  

         (1st Mon,Zoom) 

  7:00 Karate 

09:00 Adult Zumba 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

10:00 Sr. Wellness 

▼ 

 

  4:00 Basketball VYC 

  7:00 Taiko 

  7:00 Boy Scouts 

  7:00 Judo 

    

  9:00 Pickleball 

10:00 Roeikai-Shigin 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

 
        

 

▼ 

  4:30 Basketball VYC 

  7:30 JACL (1st Wed) 

  7:00 Kendo 

  

  

 

   

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

▼ 

12:30 Ballroom Dance *                   

 

         

4:00 Basketball VYC       

6:00 Karate (Beginner) 

6:00 Aikido 

6:30 Hula 

7:00 Ikebana 
5:30 Japanese as  

        Sec. Lang. (Before       

Beginner, Beginner) 

7:00 Karate 

  9:30 Sumi-e 

10:30 Sr. Nutrition 

▼ 

  4:00 Basketball VYC 

  7:00 Japanese as 
          Second Language 

           (Intermediate) 

7:00 Judo  

7:30 Kendo  

 7:15 Aikido 

 9:00 Japanese 

         Language 

         (Children’s) 

 9:30 Japanese  

          Dance* 

 9:30 Basketball VYC 

           

▼ 

 1:00 Koto* 

 2:00 Bunka Shodo 

 2:00 Iaido 
  

Same as  

Week  1 

Same as Week 1 

10:00 Watercolor 

 

▼ 

Same as Week 1 

 

    

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

 7:30 VYC Mtg (2nd Wed) 

Same as Week 1 

   

 

   

 

  

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

  7:00 Bonsai (2nd Fri) 

    

Same as Week 1 

3:00  Iaido 
 

▼ 

Same as 

 Week 1 

Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

 7:00 Boy Scout 

         Parents         

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

7:00 CBO (3rd Wed) 

7:30 VJCC Exec Council 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

 5:30 Japanese as  
        Sec. Lang. (Before 

Beginner, Beginner) 

 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

  7:00 Japanese as 
          Second Language 

           (Intermediate)  

              

Same as Week 1 

Same as  

Week 1 

Same as Week 1 

10:00 Watercolor 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

7:00 Photo Club  

       (4th Tues) 

7:00 Bonsai  

      (4th Tues) 

Same as Week 1 

 

▼ 

7:00 RAP (4th Wed) 

Same as Week 1 

 

 

Same as Week 1 

 

 

Same as Week 1 

3:00  Iaido 
 

▼ 
 

Revised 5/8/2024 

* class has not yet resumed 

2024 REPRESENTATIVES 
 

                                                                                                           
Arts & CraftsArts & CraftsArts & CraftsArts & Crafts Martial ArtsMartial ArtsMartial ArtsMartial Arts    
 Craft Workshop ................................................ Ruby Kita  Aikido ....................................................................... Tom Scheir 
 Photo Club ........................................................ June Inai  Iaido .......................................................................... Harry Mott 
 Watercolor .................................................... Ko Yoshida  Judo ................................................................ Trace Nishiyama 
BSA Troop 764BSA Troop 764BSA Troop 764BSA Troop 764                                                                                               Karate .................................................................... Ron Sugano    
 Scoutmaster ................................................... Dan Regan  Kendo .......................................................................... Kenji Arai 
 Parents’ Club .................................................... Elton Doi MusiMusiMusiMusicccc 
ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise 
                Yoga..........................................................Leslie Masuda            Koto ............................................................................ Eiko Idota 
  Zumba.......................................................Leonore Miller    Shigin (Roeikai) ............................................... Kosei Yamamura 
DanceDanceDanceDance     Taiko (Koshin) ..................................................... Lori Miyakawa 
 Ballroom Dance .......................................... Gayle Hirami 
 Hula ..................................................... Wen-Chia Parker 
 Japanese Odori ...................................... Dianne Fukuwa RAPRAPRAPRAP    ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................    Carolyn Komoto   

    ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................        SeniorsSeniorsSeniorsSeniors 
JACLJACLJACLJACL    (Venice/WLA)(Venice/WLA)(Venice/WLA)(Venice/WLA)………………………………………………………..John Saito  Nutrition.......................................................... . Tina Grammatico 
Japanese CultureJapanese CultureJapanese CultureJapanese Culture        Pioneer Project..........................................................Eric Inouye    
 Bonsai ................................ Shig Miya, Shinya Miyakoshi  Senior Wellness Program……………….……………………………….Gayle Hirami 
 Ikebana ...................................................... Satsuki Palter …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 Calligraphy (Japanese Brush Writing)                                               SportsSportsSportsSports 
    Shodo ............................................... Fusako Ogasawara  Basketball (Adult) ………Chuan Michael Chang, George Johnston 
 Sumi-e ........................................................ Jane Shibata  Basketball (VYC)……………………………..Kathy Yamashita/Kazie Kame 
Japanese LanguageJapanese LanguageJapanese LanguageJapanese Language                                                                                       Pickleball (Adult) ........................ Mil Kurashige/Ken Rosengrant    
 Gakuen (Youth) ………………………………………… Shizuki Yamashita   Volleyball (Adult) ............................................... Todd Nakamoto 
 Adults (as a 2nd language) ................ Fusako Ogasawara  
   

 Revised  5/8/2024         FOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFFICE (310) 822FOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFFICE (310) 822FOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFFICE (310) 822FOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFFICE (310) 822----8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM             
                                                                                                                                                                                                            MMMMEEEESSSSSSSSAAAAGGGGEEEESSSS    WWWWIIIILLLLLLLL    BBBBEEEE    RRRREEEELLLLAAAAYYYYEEEEDDDD    TTTTOOOO    AAAAPPPPPPPPRRRROOOOPPPPRRRRIIIIAAAATTTTEEEE    PPPPAAAARRRRTTTTIIIIEEEESSSS 
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