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Looking For Newsletter
Volunteers

_Or_

WHO Invented the VJCC Newsletter?

by Gail Sharp
While no one person is cited to “thank” for creating WHAT happened in 1975 to select it as year
the monthly publication that I've been associated one of the newsletter?
with since 2002, the masthead from the 5th issue The 165th issue of the Community News is
of the Venice Community News lists the following dated December 1979. There is no “Volume
organizations as publishers: 5” printed below the nameplate as there is in

the current era newsletter. Deeper research is

Venice Japanese Community Center —
leading to deeper questions.

Venice Japanese School — Marina Gardeners Assn. X
Venice Culver JACL - Venice Judo Boys Club WHY weren't volume numbers shown, at

Venice Fishing Club - Venice Youth Council least, through 19797
WHEN did volume numbers finally get

printed in the newsletter?

HOW can there be only 165 issues of the
newsletter by December 19792 12 issues per
year for 14 years should yield 168 issues!!!

The 5th issue of the Community News is dated
May 1966...which means the April 2025 issue that
you are reading is not from the 51st volume of the
newsletter in its full history. 51 volumes extend
back only to 1975.
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You don't have to be an investigative reporter to volunteer
and/or write for VJCC’s Community News. But volunteering
or writing can be fun and creative! And, it is an excellent
opportunity to learn more about the VJCC, the clubs and
classes, and especially the members.

WHERE or how can you let us know that you are
interested in volunteering or writing for the Community T iy e
News? Leave a message in the VJCC office: 310-822-8885 -
or - send an email: newsletter@vjcc.com. &b

RO U AT I W A A

VENICE STUDENTS

FAMILY FISH Marina Gardeners Member
DERBY Wins Top H t Orchid Sh

p-s. — Research materials — a dozen random Community
News issues dating between 1966 and 1979 from
the collection of Toru & Mie Ino - were given to
me for safekeeping by long-time VJCC member
and friend Stacy Ino. Thank you, Stacy!




Board Visions

“Writer’s Block, Ugh!”

Hi folks...Bob Onishi here....your current VJCC
President. I think that you see me around now and
then. You already know as much as you probably
want to know about me from an article I wrote back
in 2022 so I won't go over old territory. Besides, I
can't compare to Keiichi Ono’s autobio of his fun
early years! As I'm writing this starter paragraph, I'm finding myself with
complete writer’s block. Pardon the jabbering, but let me see if I can offer
some trivia as [ work through it.

As you may (or may not) know, the current VJCC membership is right
around 2,000 people with a good mixture of young and old. Many groups
have experienced a good rise in membership such as pickleball, shodo,
kendo, scouts...to name a few...not intentionally leaving any group out.
Generally, it's been a great thing to observe. Among the newer VJCC
members, the singular comment that I still hear is something like this...
”Wow, I didn't know that the VJCC has all these clubs!”

When you have an opportunity and if you haven' before, please check
out the VJCC website which magically comes up after simply typing VJCC.
(Kudos to our web gurus!) You can easily track and plan for upcoming
events like April's Bingo Nite, June’s Summer Festival and September’s
Golf Tournament to name a few. If you toggle over “classes & clubs,” you'll
see a host of different groups that might interest you. Last time I looked,
there were over 30 different clubs/orgs that are available at the VJCC. Once
you start getting involved and see the same faces a lot, you'll really start to
understand why I stand on my soap box and probably overuse the word
“family” a lot.

There are discussions going on about possible events, including having
a dance with live music, movie nite, car show, undokai games and picnic.
Any interested volunteers to brainstorm a bit? &

Okay, I haven't really picked a good topic to write about, but perhaps
I've already written more than you planned on reading!? However, before
signing off, I want to plant a seed for you...Get involved! Join a committee!
No, you don't have to be the person in charge! Take the posture: 'm
going to make the most out of as many opportunities. . .time permitting.
Young people (younger than me) with fresh new ideas are wholeheartedly
welcome! Ask anyone that you know that’s on a committee or one of the
Board members. They will confirm that you’ll meet a lot of refreshingly
friendly people! Believe me, you won't regret it!

Signing off...feel free to stop me and chat! Bob Onishi

VJCC

Vision Statement

‘A center to preserve the heritage and perpetuate
the Japanese-American cultural experience.”

VJCCry is a registered trademark-servicemark of the Venice Japanese Community Center.

Venice Japanese Community Center, Inc.
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DISTRIBUTION MANAGER Jun Oyama
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Kyoko Yamamura

VJCC Officers
PRESIDENT Bob Onishi
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The Venice Jap C ity Center, Inc. C ity News is published monthly
by the Venice Japanese Community Center, Inc.
12448 Braddock Drive « Los Angeles, CA 90066 « Phone (310) 822-8885

Donations: March 2025
The VJCC gratefully acknowledges the following

donations of time, material, and money:

StevenChun .............................. $550
Craig Cummings.............. Monetary Donation
Mae Kakehashi............... Monetary Donation
Keiro. ... $6,144
Niimi Family. ..., $1,000
Santa Monica Nikkei Hall Fund . ........... $10,000
In Memory of Kiyoko (Kay) Shiroma

Glenn Shiroma & Debra Draper ............ $100
Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple .. ...... $295.50
GraceYanai.................. Monetary Donation
Thomas Yoshikawa........................ $1,000
In Memory of Peggy Sugimoto

VJCC Senior Nutrition Program ............ $100

Legacy Tree Donations: March 2025
The VJCC gratefully acknowledges donations and
pledges towards the Legacy Tree.
Lindon & Joi Kaneshiro.................... $1,040

SAVE THESE DATES

Bingo Night RAP Arts &

Saturday, April 5 Crafts Fair

Summer “Natsu gatur dag’ 57

Matsuri” Festival SpEEH,

Sat. & Sun., June 21 &22  Please check
VJCC.com for the

Annual Clean-up latest updates.

Sunday, August 3

Golf Tournament

Monday, September 22




Board Vision by Keiichi Ono — March 2025

[F—=IcfTEE-Txd ! |

HEI A, TAICBIF, BVICCERDAA=ZVRTTT, BHIAZLERLRNITEERN
¥4, DT &k, 2022 FICEWARETCTTCICAYRLLTWA ERS 0T, SEIZUEE
WEEEICIRNEBA, ZFNIC. A/ TAAFSADE LD >H-BEWEDBEICEDI ARWE
A ZORBREEELLS, IITFRICELZEADR IV AICH--TWB ZEICRTEE
L7,

CEALL LNEEADR (BIVWEITEDLRWAHD LAZEAD) | VICC DBEEDSEEIL,
EZHEBLEHE T, 2000 ABIE T, EvIiLiR—i, EE, &E XAV . BIFTNL
EEYDRHYERA, EOTL—THERNICALTWEDIITIEHY £H€A. L,

H, FLLVICCIZARLEAT=BOMT, [VICCICIEZARICIEKSADIZTHRHBATL
!l EL-7FEEZLCEICLEY,

Bahbnil, £H-FF0AIE. a3V E2—%—T  VICCEAANT BT TEEDLSICHT
KBVICCHDITTHA b EFzyv I LTHTLEENL, GBDEYT - F4 b, 6 BOER

CIOADINLT - b=F AV IRE SBROARY M EBEICIBEL, RT P a—LEEET
3280 TEFET, [07R&0F77] #RELTWKE, BRODHY Z5RIFIFHIL
— 7% 7 7DERCKRTVRERRINE T, AMPFREICERI-EZITIE, VICCICIE30 28R 5
957y =B YE L, VICCDIZTXRARY MISIILBY, RCASNEMED
BiICT 3 &5 Ichanid, P RETBESPDEREEL LRR, [RK] EWHIEEXZHT D
OB TESZLSICHBTLL D,

ERBMEL VR REFER, EO>V3— EBR EI/-vIihl, TEHKOHDBTIE,
FLOARY MIOWT—HICEZTHT, BEADRLDBARY b ERITLTHELA
n?

ET, REFLRVWIFEY Z7ZBUL DTV ERA, ElIFWZ, FHCLKBRNIC. BEAICE
7w EBVET.BMLELLY | ZFERICBMLEL LS ! WP, BEEBICKRZIHNE
EHYFHA! RBEZELT. KEOHFTRY. 2LOBRERARICEALEL LS, ¥
WETATT7EEIEE BALVBL) B oBILET | ZEESOXA Y NN—PEEOHY
BVWICEWT, PAT7REEZATLREL THTLIEEI N, BOHITTILY FY—KALD
LK EAHRRABIEAREIAEL T NBZ T TT | RigldSEE A, [IEBICEFZMITTL

72E W,

e =



Local Advertisers

sul My

SKI AND CYCLE

Professional Ski & Bicycle Repair

8419 Lincoln Bivd.

Westchester, CA 90045 (310) 568-8357

PIONEER INSURANCE SERVICE

CALIFORNIA PIONEER INSURANCE EERVICE, INC.

e Setwte, T Congliores
AUTO, FIRE & CASUALTY

OFFICE (310) 642-1066
CELL (310) 897-1303
FAX (310) 348-0842

LIC # 0627858

SHARON ARATANI

Melvin M. Shimizu
Certified Public Accountant

Income Tax Services,
Accounting & Bookkeeping

Now at our New Location:
5555 Inglewood Blvd., Suite 103
Culver City, California 90230
(1 block north of Jefferson Blvd.)

Serving our community since 1978

(310) 306-7500
(310) 306-7520 fax
Email: melshimizu@hotmail.com

Office open year round
Monday to Fridays 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Days, Evenings & Saturdays by
Appointment

JO-Mi

PLUMBING & SOLAR

KELVIN UYEDA
General Manager
TEL: 310-473-8111

Fax: 310-479-4940
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2011 SAWTELLE BLVD., = L.A. CA 90025 » St. Lic. 243931

rpyang@aol.com ‘i
| 4
RICHARD P. YANG

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
ceal SStagy
{ wé‘ﬂ 2633 LINCOLN BLVD. #126
NS

SANTA MONICA, CA 90405
310.391.8123

Courtney H. Yoshikawa, D.D.S.

General Dentistry

7740 W. Manchester Avenue

Suite 108 v

Playa del Rey, CA 90293 #%

(310) 822-4987 j i

cyfoshikawa_dds @ yahoo.com
Saturday appointments available

Ky INATIONAL INOTARY ASSOCIATION

. X NOTARY PUBLIC
‘xn-x&

MEMBER

LORI UYEDA HAYASHI

2011 SAWTELLE BLD., SUITE B
Los ANGELES, CA 90025
OFFICE: 310-914-9147 CeLL: 310-988-5874

02/2020



ZUMBAZ® CLUB AT THE VICC
April 2025

During March, we added the St. Patrick’s Day theme to our classes. The class is planning to perform at
the VJCC Summer festival in June and we are practicing a few songs to get ready for that event.

The class is good for beginners or just anybody who wants to move to music and have a fun time in a
social atmosphere.

Please note:

There will be no Zumba class on:

1.) May 22nd to June 12th (3 weeks). Please Mark these dates as having no class. We will Make sure
to practice at least once or twice before the festival performance demo!

2.) Jul. 29, 2025

3.) Sept. 1 - 28, 2025

4.) 2 weeks in November before Thanksgiving.

5.) Dec. 30

We meet for Zumba® @9:00 AM - - at the Gym at the VICC (Venice Japanese Community Center)

Membership at the VICC is required (530 annually until end of the year)
Fee applies - $6 Walk-in, $25/5 classes, or $45/10 classes
Liability waiver must be filled out
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Sawtelle Japantown Association Presents (

= 4 Kodomo No Hi

CELEBRATION

Saturday

May 3l’d, 2025 + Free Games & Crafts
(Z-silphd - Food Trucks

WLA Buddhist Temple + Live Music

2003 Corinth Ave « Kimono Show

Sawtelle Japantown Kodomo No Hi

Los Angeles, CA90025 , Hylq, Taiko & Morel




Local Advertisers

Brian Nakagiri—Realtor® Bre#01817767
Venice Community Resident for Sixty Years!

Representing Buyers and Sellers of Homes and
Apartments On the Westside of Los Angeles.

Ask me for a Free Detailed Analysis of your
Real Estate when Selling, Buying or Renting a

Property.
Combining Honesty and Integrity with Real Results!

Contact Me Today for Any of Your
Real Estate Needs!

PCRE

Brian Nakagiri

Phone.310.902.4475 Email—BrianNakagiri@gmail.com
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formerly Homa Care Assistance

(y PYillennia
%  Dersanal Bare Services

Looking for a comprehensive care solution
for long-term aging at home? We offer more
than great caregivers. We'll be your expert
guide along your care journey.

Call today to set up a free phone consultation.

QUOCK LAW FIRM

Attorneys at Law
Kevin J. Quock, Esq.
Estate Planning, Trusts & Wills

Business & Real Estate Law
General Litigation

Visit us on the web at www.quocklaw.com

QUALITY, INTEGRITY, SERVICE. WE CARE

A general law practice with an emphasis in the areas of trusts,
wills, estate planning, probate, business law, real estate, general
litigation and personal injury. Providing effective, reliable and
quality service to individuals and businesses for over 35 years.

Now may be a good time to review your living trust. Recent
changes in the tax laws, as well as changes in your life, could be a
good reason to review your estate planning documentation, in-
cluding your living trust and healthcare directives. Schedule an
appointment and visit us in the Sony building inside the Prome-
nade at the Howard Hughes Center, directly across from the Cine-
mark 18 & XD movie theater. We look forward to serving you.

6080 Center Drive Suite 600
Los Angeles, CA 90045
Tel: (310) 348-8162
Fax: (424) 309-5639
E-mail: kig@ quocklaw.com




VENICE PIONEER PROJECT

April 2025

April 26, Sat. LEGALLY BLONDE - Live Broadway show at the La Mirada Theater. Reservation - by Mail
in flyer. Parking Limited - VICC parking lot. DEPARTURE - 11:30 VJCC parking lot.

May 19-21 LAS VEGAS TRIP - Monday to Wed. - Open space available. Reservations - by Mail in
Flyer. CALIFORNIA HOTEL - 2 nights, bus, food coupons & gratuity. Departure - 9:30 check in VICC
parking lot. Please carpool parking limited.

June 8, Sun. FROZEN - Live Broadway show at the La Mirada Theater. Reservation - by Mail in flyer.
Parking Limited - VICC parking lot. DEPARTURE - 11:00 VJCC parking lot.

June 21 & 22 VICC SUMMER FESTIVAL

VPP GENERAL STORE & PLANT SALE - The Project welcomes and accepts donations in CLEAN
& GOOD CONDITION for sale. The Project will have 1 classroom for the sale of merchandise with
limited space. PLANT SALE will be outside of the classroom 5.

DONATIONS

5100 - Gayle Hirami & Rod Freed, Kim Maeda, Ayako Masada, George & Sheryl Yamada

S50 & UP - Darleen Fujita, Ron & Shirley Inada, Marian Kubota, Kaz Kurahashi, Betsy Marumoto, Jean
Nakamoto, Alice & Kenji Ogawa, Kinu Shishido, Ann Young

OTHERS — Ellen Harada, Naomi Lui, Tom & Delcene Kuwata, Judy & John Nawa, Doris Noda, Tanya

O

V\ntique Store
@
Yard, Plant & Bake

Sale!
V4

Saturday, May 10, 9am-2pm

WLA United Methodist Church 3& 1913 Purdue Ave
310-479-1379

WLAUMC Antique Store and More

Image by Freepik|
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MIKE S. KISHI 1975-2015
dA0th Anniversary
KISHI AUTO SERVICE
GV INFINITI. LE(%.I.S ACGI.IDRA
S ® o

11608 VENICE BLVD.

310-397-0059 LOS ANGELES, CA 90066

VICC,

Community News

Donna Sugimoto
REALTOR®

Chairman’s Circle Gold surissne

CALIFORNIA
PROPERTIES

600 Deep Valley Drive
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274

E Z;: % Cell/Text 310 9621486

0 ; E donnasugimoto@gmail.com

¥ <€ = DRE01883265
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Steven T. Shimoyama, M.D.

Orthopedic Surgery/Sports Medicine
Team Physician, L.A. Clippers
AT S TR A I e SRS

8540 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Ste. 1111
Los Angeles, CA 80045

tel. (424) 331-5112

Personalized service through English
! __and Japanese speaking caregivers
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Live a life of ease and comfort...

Best Care Connections is non-medical, in-home
care services for elders and seniors. Enriching

people’s lives by caring for their every need.

Toll Free: 1 888610 1160
Fax: 1 310 807 4355
E-mail: info@bcc-la.com
Web:  www.bcc-la.com
HCO: #194700410

10866 Washington Blvd., Suite 510, Culver City, CA 90232

Kevin Lai
Hair Stylist for Men &
Women of All Ages

Haircuts @ Color @ Perms

Call
626-272-8994

20% OFF HAIRCUT FOR
1°* TIME CUSTOMERS

Vanities Beauty Salon
12615 Venice Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90066
(near Venice & Centinela)

02/2025




VJCC Golf Tournament Platinum

Let us show you why your
bank should be a credit union.

At Kinecta, we're invested in our members’
financial success. We are built to meet your
banking needs, whatever they are.

Think of us first for:

o Credit cards ® Private Banking

® Auto and boat loans e Personal loans and lines of credit
o Home loans ® Checking, savings and
certificates

Becoming a member of Kinecta is easy.
Stop by and open your membership today.

v =)

ecta.org in X (C) M-~

Visit kinecta.org/locations to find a branch near you.

Keiro’s Quality of Life Classes

You are cordially invited to
Keiro's Quality of Life Classes

Sweet Dreams: Why Sleep is Important
for Brain Health with Cedars-Sinai

Thursday, April 24, 2025
2:00 — 3:00 p.m. via Zoom

Stay Safe from Scams with Denise Oki, FTC Attorney
Thursday, May 1, 2025

2:00 — 3:00 p.m. via Zoom

To sign up for the
classes, go to
keiro.org/qol or
scan the QR code.

Photo by June Inai

PHOTO CLUB - 04.2025

Late Summer in Vermont, September 15, 2024




June 21 & 22

SAT ¢ 12PM ~9PM
SUNe+IllAM ~8PM

B
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Commntemt

ANNUAL SUMMER

F NATSU MATSURI

Festival Food Favorites ®* Udon * Games ® Martial Arts * Taiko
Ondo Dancing (Sat. & Sun. 5:30PM-6:30PM)
Japanese Cultural Exhibits

Music and Dance featuring Elemental Funk \ s B
"PERFORMING SAT. 7PM~9PM

VJCC * 12448 Braddock Drive ¢ Los Angeles 90066 Admission is free
1 block west of Centinela Boulevard, ¥ mile north of 90 freeway

PROCEEDS GO TO THE VJCC OPERATING FUND




VENICE KARATE CLUB
April 2025

We hope everyone and their families are doing well. Spring has fully sprung, and cherry
blossoms have begun to bloom across the city. Angelenos and the Japanese community are
also excited about the baseball season starting, with the Dodgers notably bringing on new top
pitcher in Roki Sasaki alongside Shohei Ohtani and Yoshinobu Yamamoto amongst a star-
studded roster on the quest for a championship repeat. April is known as a time of “new
beginnings” in Japan with the academic and professional field, so all of us look forward to
seeing these players’ (and our) new beginnings bloom. Please read below from club instructor
Vladimyr Dubuche on the various aspects of training and working with students.

Goals and Approaches in Training

By Vladimyr Dubuche

Karate is for everyone—kids and adults alike can benefit from training, provided the instructor
tailors their approach to each group's physical, emotional, and mental needs. Adults require
more discipline, details, and practical methods, while kids need a fun and rewarding structure to
maintain focus on the lesson.

Adults often train for fitness, stress relief, or self-defense, whereas kids desire fun exercises
alongside the discipline and encouragement. Instructors should use visual cues (technical
demonstrations) and interactive drills to keep children engaged while making training both
playful and educational. Deeper explanations of karate mechanics, applications, and philosophy
should be reserved for experienced practitioners eager to understand the “why” behind
techniques.

Physical and cognitive differences between adults and kids also play a role. While adults may
learn faster and possess greater strength, some struggle with limited flexibility and endurance.
Kids, on the other hand, require constant engagement due to shorter attention spans, along with
a caring approach that instills respect and discipline that helps them develop as students and
practitioners.

For kids, training should focus on basic techniques and dynamic games that emphasize
escaping danger for example rather than realistic combat. Adult classes, however, can be more
technical and direct, with a practical emphasis on self-defense.

Ultimately, a well-structured karate program recognizes these differences and adapts
accordingly, ensuring that both kids and adults gain valuable skills, confidence, and a lifelong
appreciation for the art.

The Venice Karate Club meets every Monday and Thursday from 7:00-9:15 pm in the MPR.
Whether you are continuing your training or are interested in starting something new, our Club
will always welcome you.

If interested, please contact the Venice Japanese Community Center office for details.

ZE/ST TR, BRABALARBAFR THENID IR154, ZFOBEZLTVET, MaFLVZ LoES %
BMOTNEBoTWE X, BIFEERZFIZVWHLTLIEEN,
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JOSEPH E. DEERING
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
ESTATE PLANNING
PROBATE AND ELDER LAW

Joseph E. Deering
Attorney At Law

“Take care of yourself and your loved ones
and give your property to
whom you want at the least possible cost”

First Consultation Free

Patricia A. Kuramoto,
CA Licensed Professional Fiduciary,
License No.: PF 1493

2221 23" Street
Santa Monica, California 90405
Tel: (310) 907-5714
Fax: (310) 526-8920
www.joedeering.com

7
carelife

Restoring Hope Through Exercise, Education and Caregiver’s Suppport

Carelife is a leading Home Care, Caregiver and Home Exercise proverder in Los Angeles,
Torrance South Bay and Orange County.

Services Offered

® Free in-home and fall risk assessment
e Assistance with walking, transferring,
bathing, toileting, dressing & grooming
Medication reminders

Meal preparation

Light house keeping

Escort to appointments & shopping
Companionship

Home exercise, and more

Carelife Difference

e One of the very few Home Care providers in the U.S. to have on staff a Doctor of
Physical Therapy (DPT) and Neurologic Certified Specialist (NCS)

e Offers Moving with Caregivers™, a 10/10 Home Exercise Program created by Carelife

Specialized in Neurological Conditions, including Parkinson’s Disease, Stroke and more

e Over 30 years combined staff experience

Japanese Caregivers Available

Please contact us today...

Tel: 310-373-6030

Email: info@carelifeinc.com

www.carelifeinc.com

For All Your
Real Estate Needs

CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL

to find out the value
of your home
or investment property

310.873.4119

jonandmikateam@gmail.com

JONATHAN
MONTENEGRO

Realter®

£18-800-5932
Jjusathanm@redeore.com
Josathanmontenegiorodesie.com
DRE Licease $01855811

OGAWA
Realtors

M 310-220-7543
mikagrodenre.com
mikaogawd.rodecie. com
DRE Licesse $01990893

JONSMIK A | RODEO REALTY

03/2025
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IYASHI CARE.

A community-based palliative care program that
can help improve quality of life for older adults with
serious or chronic illnesses and their families through:

( )

* Individualized care planning
* Symptom management

¢ Consultation and communication
between family/caregivers

¢ Bilingual support in English and Japanese

\. J/

For more information, visit
keiro.org/iyashi-care or
scan the QR code.

Call and leave a message to
inquire: 213.873.5791

3¢ Providence

Keiro. &




VJCC SENIOR NUTRITION PROGRAM
April 2025

Come join us not only for nutritious meals, but also for fun activities in a warm and welcoming environment to
enhance your overall health and well-being.

Our VICC SNP-sponsored programs continue to be popular with our seniors. The VICC Senior Nutrition Program’s
mission is to have our seniors get up, get dressed, and get going to look forward to spending time with old friends,
making new ones in a place that is welcoming and fun, and to encourage them to join in other VICC activities, classes,
and clubs (Senior Wellness Programs, The Pioneer Project, Pickle Ball, Ikebana, Bonsai, and many more). The following
VJCC Senior Nutrition Program-sponsored activities support the Senior Meals Program (WLCAC):

4 Celebrating Monthly Birthdays (3 Friday)* 4 Monthly Bento Program (last Friday)*
#The Puzzle Center (1000+ piece puzzles) #Ever-popular weekly Bingo *

¢ Annual Holiday Party*.

» Come in to sign up with Tina Grammatico, WLCAC Meal Service Coordinator of the Senior Meals Program and to
pick up a menu (monthly menus are also posted on the VICC website). Tina is an employee of the WLCAC and with the
help of the VJCC volunteers stands ready to package up nutritious grab’n’go meals Monday through Friday. You are
encouraged to try out the warm and nutritious meals whenever you wish. You also might want to ‘“Buy one to

share one” with other seniors to help them with an extra meal for dinner or for over the weekend.

*Note: You must be a VJCC member AND sign up for the Senior Meals Program to attend the Annual Holiday Party.

Peggy Sugimoto, 95, passed away peacefully on February 4, 2025. She was a devoted
member of the VICC and the VYC. Peggy was one of the “original four” (Initially Hitoshi
Shimizu introduced the SNP to the VICC. Kay Shimizu, Elinor Suzuki, Tsuyako
Miyashiro, and Peggy took the reins and became the driving force that made the program
what is today.) of the Senior Nutrition Program, who for over 30 years came in Monday —
Friday from 8:00 - 2:00 to set up for the meal service and then with the help of volunteers
served warm meals to our seniors, cleaned/sanitized the tables, floors, and pans. In
between, they knitted, sewed, and baked for fundraisers to help pay for monthly birthday
celebrations, Bingo prizes, volunteer appreciation luncheons, annual holiday parties, and
coordinated trips to Las Vegas for our seniors. Peggy also worked very hard with the very
successful udon team for the VICC’s Festival for many years which still goes on today.
Thank you, Peggy, for a job well done and being such a hardworking role model for us all!

Bingo — Norm T. made Bingo history on Friday, March 14, with 8 wins in 4 games (this means his 2
cards won 2 times each in 4 games). Amazing! Bingo is on Fridays (10:30 — 11:30). Lots of fun
and lots of prizes! Due to limited seating, it is on a first come, first served basis.

March birthday — Birthday celebrations take place on the third
Friday of each month following Bingo. This month’s cake Guava
Chiffon---thank you, Angel Maid
Bakery for always doing such a

| beautiful job for us.
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£ Rawadian Cofe & Cateving

RUTTSCAFE.COM
RuttsQuote@outlook.com

Siwce 1976

11707 Washington Place, Los Angeles, CA 90066
Rutts Cafe: 310-398-6326
Rutts Catering: 424-228-2846
Rutts Info: 424-258-7183

WE CATER TO MOST OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

£ FARMERS

INSURANCE

¢ Auto ¢ Business
e Home * Workers Comp
s Life ¢ Disability George Mori
George Mori Insurance
Agency
0E53619

Serving Los Angeles, South Bay and San Fernando Valley

AARCOFE L& 1z (310) 641-6674

Grace Yamamura

SINCE 1979

ROOF MASTER ROOFING CO.

1527 E. ADAMS BLVD.
LOS ANGELES, CA 90011

FREE ESTIMATE
TEL : (310) 313-4010

CHUCK S HAN

Branch Manager

usbank.com

424-428-6089 branch
800-872-2657 24-hour banking
chuck.han@usbank.com

West Los Angeles Branch
4032 South Centinela Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90066

(Bbank

VIJCC.,

Community News

04/2025

KEN M. HARADA, D.D.S., INC.

General Dentistry

10874 Washington Bivd.
Culver City, CA 90232

Office Hours

By Appointment (310) 837-5121

enclakutagawa

A Name You Know ond Trust

Grandson of the late Hidemi & Torako Akutagawa
(West LA Residents since 1953)

Services and Special Offer

Call or email me for a complimentary no obligation value of
your property —NO HOME VISITATION NECESSARY!

Please mention this ad to receive $500 at the close of escrow or
donate it to the charity of your choice.

Helping buyers, sellers, and landlords/tenants
throughout Greater Los Angeles

310.870.1118

eric.akutagawa@compass.com
REALTOR | DRE 01423357

COMPASS




Carol Yokoyama Family

Gayle Hirami & Rod Freed

/\TROO

264

NMARINA
DEIL. REY

Parents Club

Frances & Thomas Oshima

« Sdosuods WYSIN o3uig DIIA 20Z 1NO OL NOA Jueyl 4



Henry & Nancy Ako

Venice Hongwanii
Buddhist Temple

KUB®TA

Sharing. Community. Legacy.

A A% W kAL

Do HAER Y £ IILDFESN
Ik 52D/ —E X
f5: H 24 ¢ [ 88 55560

T: 213-749-1449 F: 213-749-0265
911 VENCE BLvD., Los ANGELES, CA 90015
www . Kubotanikkeimortuary.com

Murashige & Onishi

Engineering Co., Inc.

Courtney H. Yoshikawa, D.D.S.

General Dentistry

7740 W. Manchester Avenue

Suite 108 ey

Playa del Rey, CA 90293

(310) 822-4987 et

cyoshikawa_dds @ yahoo.com
Saturday appointments available

VICC Pickleball Club

Venice
Pioneer
Project

+ Sdosuods ySIN o3uig IIIA ¥20Z 1NO OL hOA Jueyl ,



2 o 2 5 Candlewood Country Club
yJcc Wiin, 0604

GOLF
TOURNAE NT

September 22 2025
MONDAY

REGISTRATION: 7:00 AM - 8:30 AM
SHOTGUN START: 9:00 AM
AWARDS & BUFFET LUNCH: 2:00 PM

Handicapped Four Person Team Scramble Format

COST $200 PER PERSON INCLUDES

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

e GreenFee & 1/2 « Side Games

Cart e Range Balls
o Breakfast Burrito « Gift Bag Limited Spaces Available
o Buffet Lunch o 1Raffle Ticket

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:

Register now at: SEPTEMBER 12, 2025

Need more info? Please email or call;

orat: vjcc.com

Dress Code: Collared shirts, business casual attire/golf attire
acceptable. NO cargo pants/shorts, denim or blue jean apparel,
spandex apparel or athletic/gym apparel. NO hats in the dining
room: NO metal spikes



PLATINUM: $2,000

Entry for 4 Golfers

e 6 Tee Sponsorships on Golf Course

e Special Platinum Level Gift

e Special Recognition at Awards Banquet

GOLD: $1,350

e Entry for 4 Golfers
e 3 Tee Sponsorships on Golf Course
e Special Recognition at Awards Banquet

SILVER: $800

e Entry for 2 Golfers
e 2 Tee Sponsorships on Golf Course
e Special Recognition at Awards Banquet

BRONZE: $425

e Entry for 1 Golfer
e 1 Tee Sponsorship on Golf Course
Special Recognition at Awards Banquet




Sewioy, Wellress wa@m
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Sunday
:{IB/) 10-11am “Young *
at Heart” Exercise
Class (MPR)
10-11am 10am-12pm
Tai Chi h?i‘hil.ln.ese 10’-|11atn: ';our}g
ahjong at Hear ercise
(MPR) (MPR) Class (MPR)
10am-12pm
10-11am Chinese No “Young at
Tai Chi Mahjong Heart Exercise
(MPR) (MPR) Class”
10am-12pm
10-11am Chinese 10-11am “Young
Tai Chi Mahjong at Heart” Exercise
(MPR) (MPR) Class (MPR)
Location:
10-11am Tai Chi am-12pm MPR= Multipurpose Room
(MPR) mcmnzz CL = Classroom
tsom ndersidng - ajong L+ Lounge
Yoshikawa (CL)
UNDERSTANDING WHAT IS “AGING"” UPCOMING EVENTS
Monday, April 28th e 11:15am ESTATE PLANNING PRESENTATION
Thomas Yoshikawa, MD . V2 Monday, May 19th e 11:15am
Please RSVP NZ Staci Toji Law, APC
;:;,Yf \P
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
THE SENIOR WELLNESS PROGRAM IS LOOKING TO
FORM A GROUP OF VJCC MEMBERS TO CALL, SEND
CARDS, AND/OR VISIT HOMEBOUND SENIORS. IF YOU
ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE CONTACT THE VJCC OFFICE. 2
I
ALL CLASSES AND ACTIVITIES ARE FREE TO ALL VIJCC MEMBERS 60 YEARS AND OLDER. OUR
NUMBER ONE PRIORITY IS THE SAFETY OF OUR PARTICIPANTS. ALL CLASSES AND ACTIVITIES
STILL FOLLOW STRICT CDC PROTOCOLS. E.G., FACE COVERING. PARTICIPANTS MUST BE FULLY\ ‘-‘
VACCINATED AND HAD TAKEN FIRST BOOSTER SHOT. SCHEDULED EVENTS CAN CHANGE '
WITHOUT NOTICE. ANY QUESTIONS OR TO RSVP PLEASE CONTACT GAYLE HIRAMI e P
GAYLE_HIRAMIeYAHOO.COM. OR CALL THE VJCC OFFICE AT 310. 822.8885 &
g@%‘y
L ‘;' l v < ] @
o ) "‘T s\ 40l ) "‘T o\ [ ) ,‘T = | ¥
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" AN VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER

Baseball Caps!

NAME : 90th Anniversary Celebration
PHONE : Venice Japanese Community Center
EMATL:

Total:
____caps @ 820 each = S
____ books@ $40 each = $

Total purchase = §$

Please make checks payable to
“vJcc”

Mail form & pmt to: VJCC
12448 Braddock Dr.
L.A., CA 90066

You will receive an email or phone call
when your order is ready to pick up.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

DONATEAVEHICLE|  VJCC

LOST & FOUND

(including Boat, Motorcycle or RV) _ .
Get a tax deduction AND VICCru The VJCC Lost & Found is located inside

receives 50% of sales proceeds. the gym, near the northeast entrance.
Depending on their condition, all items

Contact Sharon at will be discarded or donated quarterly -
Treasurer@VJCC.com at the end of March, June, September,
for details and additional information. and December.
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September 27, 2025
9am to 3pm

VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER
12448 Braddock Drive, 90066 | 310.822.8885

Interested in becoming a vendor? Contact:

Lola Hongo | Lola.hongo®@gmail.com
Sharon Uyeda | sluyeda83@gmail.com
Sharon Aratani | sharé416@aol.com




VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER, INC.
12448 Braddock Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90066
(310) 822-8885
A MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FOR YEAR
Information is for VICC use only

\Y/

Check One: Check One:

COONEW [IRENEWAL [OILIFE [1ADDRESS CHANGE | |0 ADULT MEMBER [0 PARENT OF MINOR PARTICIPANT

PLEASE PRINT

Primary Member Birth Date Club
Spouse (if applicable) Birth Date Club
Minor Participant Birth Date Club
Minor Participant Birth Date Club
Minor Participant Birth Date Club
STREET ADDRESS
CITY STATE____ zIP PHONE ( )

E-MAIL ADDRESS

Monthly newsletter available at vjcc.com. If you also want a hardcopy, please email: newsletter@vjcc.com
VJCC information and messages will be sent via email. To unsubscribe, please do so in the sent email.
EMERGENCY CONTACT: Name Phone Relationship

LIABILITY RELEASE AND WAIVER

For and in consideration of my being permitted to use the facilities and equipment of the VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY
CENTER, INC., and any class | attend, at 12448 Braddock Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90066, and further to be allowed to enter,
remain, and be on the premises owned, operated, supervised, or managed by the above-stated organizations, or any other
place in the course of the activities of the above-stated organizations.

|, THE UNDERSIGNED, DO HEREBY EXPRESSLY WAIVE AND RELEASE all and any rights, claims, demands, actions, or judgments
which [, the undersigned, ever had, now has, may have, or claimed to have, against the above-stated organizations, their
officers, members, agents or employees of any and all personal injuries and damages and any and all injuries to property, real
or personal, which might be caused by the, arise out of, or result in connection with my presence on the premises of the
above-stated organizations or otherwise by my participation in any activity organized, supervised, or conducted by the above-
stated organizations or wherever located.

| HAVE READ THE CONTENTS OF THIS RELEASE AND WAIVER AND UNDERSTAND ALL ITS TERMS.

| EXECUTE THIS RELEASE AND WAIVER VOLUNTARILY WITH FULL KNOWLEDGE OF ITS SIGNIFICANCE.

| AGREE TO HAVE MEDICAL INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR EACH PARTICIPANT.

| HEREBY CONSENT TO THE USE OF MY NAME, PHOTOGRAPH AND/OR IMAGE BY THE VJCC FOR ITS PROMOTIONAL
PURPOSES.

o | AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE VJCC RULES AND REGULATIONS AS PRINTED ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS PAGE.

DATE: ADULT'S SIGNATURE
RELATIONSHIP TO MINOR PARTICIPANT

CHECK APPROPRIATE MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY & MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO "VvJCC" CHECK #
O Individual Membership (18 or older)....$30 Dues collected by
O Family Membership (including minors under 18 & full-time students under 24)....50 (class or organization)
L1 Senior (age 80 & paid member for past 5 consecutive years) Birth date (required) (dues waived)

VJCC RECORD: Treasurer
DB POSTED DUES POSTED

REV. 01/01/25



VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER

2025 ONGOING PROGRAMS & CLASSES

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
9:00 Pickleball 09:00 Adult Zumba 9:00 Pickleball 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 9:30 Sumi-e 7:15 Aikido
10:00 Tai Chi (60+) 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 10:00 Roeikai-Shigin v 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 9:00 Japanese
v (Senior Wellness Program) 10:00 Sr. Wellness 10:30 Sr. Nutrition 12:30 Ballroom Dance ¥ v Language
12:30 Taiko 10:30 Sr. Nutrition v 4:00 Basketball VYC (Children’s)
3:30 Virtual v 6:00 Hula 9:30 Japanese
Sunday Yoga 1:00 Craft Workshop 4:00 Basketball VYC 4:00 Basketball VYC 7:00 Japanese as Dance*
5:30 Volleyball | 4:30 Basketball VYC | 7.00 Taiko v 6:00 Aikido Second Language | 9:30 Basketball VYC
Adult 6:30 Aikido 7:00 Boy Scouts 4:30 Basketball VYC 7:00 Ikebana (Intermediate)
8:00 Basketball 7:00 Del Rey H/O 7:00 Judo 7:30 JACL (1% Wed) 5:30 Japanese as 7:00 Judo v
Adult (1* Mon,Zoom) 7:00 Kendo ) Sec. Lang. (Before 7:00 Kendo 1:00 Koto*
7:00 Karate Boger pesiane) 2:00 Bunka Shodo
1:00 Iaido

Same as Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1
Week 1 10:00 Watercolor 1:00 Iaido
v v
v 7:30 VYC Mtg (2™ Wed) 7:00 Bonsai (2" Fri) v
Same as Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1
Week 1
v v v v
7:00 Boy Scout 7:00 CBO (3" Wed) 5:30 Japanese as 7:00 Japanese as
Parents 7:30 VICC Exec Council Sec. Lang. (Before Second Language
Beginner, Beginner) (Intermediate)
Same as Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1 Same as Week 1
Week 1 10:00 Watercolor 1:00 Taido
v v
7:00 Photo Club 7:00 RAP (4" Wed) v
(4th Tues)
7:00 Bonsai
(4" Tues)
Revised 10/4/2024
* class has not yet resumed
2025 REPRESENTATIVES
Arts & Crafts Martial Arts
Craft Workshop........cocoovveiiiiieiiiciieciiieee e Ruby Kita ATKIO ..o Tom Scheir
Photo Club........c.evvieeiiii e June Inai 7= ] o o 1 Harry Mott
Watercolor ..........oocveeeiiiieeeeiee e Ko Yoshida JUAO e Trace Nishiyama
BSA Troop 764 Karate ....coooeieeeiie e Ron Sugano
Scoutmaster........ccoovveveieii i Dan Regan KENAO......oieiiiittce e Kevin Fujikami
Parents’ Club .........cocooiiiiiiiiiiiee e Elton Doi Music
Exercise
D (o To I TR USRI Leslie Masuda KOTO™ e Eiko Idota
ZUMDA......coiiiiiieii e Leonore Miller Shigin (Roeikai)........ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiieecieeee Kosei Yamamura
Dance Taiko (KOShin).....c.oooviiiiiiiicee e Lori Miyakawa
Ballroom Dance*...........ccooccveeeeeeiiciiiiieeeeee Gayle Hirami
Hula.....cccooeeeees Wen-Chia Parker
Japanese Odori*........cccccceeeieiiiiiiiieeeee, Dianne Fukuwa | Carolyn Komoto
.................................................................................... Seniors

VJCC Sr. Nutrition
- Senior Meal Service (M-F)
.......................................................... Eric Inouye

JACL (Venice/WLA) .John Saito
Japanese Culture
" BONSAI.eoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee Shig Miya, Shinya Miyakoshi

Satsuki Palter

Sports
Shodo ... Fusako Ogasawara
SUMI=€ . Jane Shibata

Japanese Language
Gakuen (Youth) Shizuki Yamashita
Adults (as a 2" language) ................ Fusako Ogasawara

Revised 10/4/2024

Pioneer Project
Senior Wellness Program

Basketball (VYC)
Pickleball (Adult)....
Volleyball (Adult)

MESSAGES WILL BE RELAYED TO APPROPRIATE PARTIES

.............................................. Kats Nishimoto

........................ Tina Grammatico

.Gayle Hirami

...Mil Kurashige/|

FOR CLASS INFO, CALL VJCC OFFICE (310) 822-8885 OR EMAIL OFFICE@VJCC.COM

Basketball (Adult).......... Chuan Michael Chang, George Johnston
............ Kathy Yamash

ita/Kazie Kame
Ken Rosengrant
Todd Nakamoto
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